
 

Dear Church Family, 
  

 Quite a few years ago we made a decision 
that we were going to buy a minivan for our family 
vehicle.  A minivan seemed to make the most sense 
for our growing family.  Once we made this decision, 
however, we were amazed at how many other 
people had made the same choice.  In fact there 
were a number of minivans just like ours in our 
community.  Were we trend setters, or what? 
 
 What I discovered was that we were not trend 
setters.  A number of those vans that were just like 
ours had been purchased before we even decided 
to buy a minivan.  Our decision and purchase 
caused us to notice all of the vehicles like ours that 
were already there in our community.  Neurologists 
explain that there is a cluster of nerve cells at the 
base of our brain stem called the reticular activating 
system (RAS).  The job of the RAS is to sort through 
the hundreds of thousands of images and 
information that come our way each day and decide 
what to pay attention to and what to ignore.  Our 
decision and purchase made the observation of 
similar vehicles relevant.  Our choice gave the RAS 
a reason to notice. 
 
 In his book Draw the Circle Mark Batterson 
shares something important to consider about the 
RAS and our prayers.  ñWhen you pray for someone 
or something, it creates a category in your reticular 
activating system.  
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SUNDAY WORSHIP  

 9 :30 AM  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 9 :30 AM -  Chi ld ren 

10 :45  AM -  Adul ts 
 

Podcast of sermon 

available on our website  

www.greenvillefumc.org  
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FINANCIAL REPORT   
The budget of FUMC covers many items such as utilities, staff salaries, program 
expenses, ministry shares and mortgage payments.  The amount below reflects the 
amount needed to cover the budgeted amount for these items and what was actually 
received through January 31, 2018. 
 
January 2018 
Gen. Operational Giving:    $  26,723 
Other Operational Income   $    2,528 (CCCC Tithe, Building Principle & Use) 
Total Operational Income:    $  29,250 
 
Total Expenses    $  31,617 (Payroll, Min. Shares, Mortgage, etc) 
Operational Budget Gain                ($    2,367) 
 
Designated Giving in December   $   2,312 (Mortgage, Missions, Programs) 
           
Cash available as of 1/31/2018:    $   4,484  
 
Please note that we are currently running a negative balance.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider any additional financial contributions, as this would be greatly 
appreciated! 

You start noticing anything related to those prayers.  Have you ever 
noticed that when you pray, coincidences happen?  And when you 
donôt, they donôt?ò  He continues ñBut prayer also sanctifies the RAS 
and enables you to see the God-ordained opportunities that are all 
around you all the time.ò  (Page 69) 
  
 How is your prayer life these days?  Are you continuing to talk to 
God about the things that you have on your heart and mind?  Do you 
understand when you do pray you are opening yourself and the ones 
you pray for to God-ordained opportunities that are all around us all 
the time?  Praying for you and that Greenville 1st UMC will become a 
loving community as we gather, connect, learn, and serve.  
 Pastor Don                    

  

Continued from Page 1 
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Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

Gary Baxter 

Rockburn Family 

Bob & Elnora Arnsby 

Nancy Banks 

Ted VanLoo 

Brian Smith 

Micki Hess 

Ruth Finkbeiner 

Elaine Baxter 

Jim Bullard 

Larry & Barb Parker 

Bill Davis 

Lois & Walt Edgar 

Kirk & Barb Perry 

Adam & Nikki Eggleston 

Harley & Linda VanHoose 

HOMEBOUND  
 

Phyllis Crawford 

Joan Foster  

Wilma Larson  

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED 

ETERNAL LIFE 
 

June Bullard 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 Attention Prayer Warriors!  You are needed to join our churchõs Prayer 
Chain!  We have two opportunities.  To be put on the telephone chain, please 
call Virginia Evans at 754-5016 or to be put on the e -mail prayer chain, please 
send an e-mail to Barb Perry at  kbperry@chartermi.net .  All requests to have  
something put on the prayer chains begin with Virginia Evans, so feel free to 
call her at 754-6016  to request prayers for whatever you feel that we can help 
each other with by praying. 

mailto:kbperry@chartermi.net
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Stephen Ministers 

  
 IŀǇǇȅ aŀǊŎƘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ CŀƳƛƭȅΗ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ 
ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΚΗ  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ .ƛƭƭȅ DǊŀƘŀƳΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛǎ 
ƻǳǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦέ    
 hƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƘǳƳŀƴ  
ōŜƛƴƎǎΗ  {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƎǊŜǘΦ   
²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ рл ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴŜ-ǘƻ-ƻƴŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ CǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ƻƴ 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘǳǊǝƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŜƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ 
 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wƻƻƳΣ ŀǘ сΥолΦ  tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ  
Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ-ǿƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ǊŀǳƳŀ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΦ  Lǘǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ aƻƴǘŎŀƭƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōȅ нлнмΦ  {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 
 .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ  .ŀǊō tŜǊǊȅΣ aŀǊƛ ²ƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ /ƭŀǊƪ 

     Spiritual Formation 

 The spiritual formation team has been selected and is in the stage of planning and advertising their goals and  

strategies. They will each be the coordinator of their team. Once these team members have designed their own activities, 

they will be seeking people in the congregation to provide achieve these goals. The following information will describe some 

of the works in action or in the planning so that you might ponder where you would like to join and serve. They have been 

designed to have team members who each have their own task. Some team members will interact with other teams, others 

will work more alone. These are the teams and their needs. There are already a number of slots filled: 
 

Worship team     Pastor Don     music director, organist, altar dressing, lay readers, candle lighters, ushering,  

Childrenôs activities    Jan Lamborne, Sunday school teachers, and praise leaders, vacation bible school, week 

days activity programs, etc.  

Adult education    Jane Duffey    Volunteer teachers, curriculum design, program communication 

Fine Arts     Ruth Hansen     drama, sacred dance, skits, bell choir/children, space design, painting,  

Community Connection    Chris Nelson   varied community mission projects 

Hospitality     Nick Springsteen    Parking lot attendant, door persons (4), greeters, welcome person, host singles 

or families, data keeper, safety coordinator 

Physical Health    Kim Weller    class leaders for teaching health classes, monitor of church safety 

Mental Health     Diana Surrell   activity leader for small groups and classes 

Cares and Concerns   Sherie Kosten    visiting a variety of  residential and institutional locations:  homebound, nursing 

home, assisted living, hospital, funeral, inactive members, long distant members/card ministry, shawl ministry  

(These are occasional social visits in contrast to Stephen Ministry which is designed to work with persons needing 

or desiring a counseling ministry in depth.) 

Stephen Ministry    Mari Wise    Developing a small group of Stephen Ministers who will pursue spiritual formation                    
    

 Please think of what you might do with joy to reach out to those who are often neglected or forgotten. Contact the bold 

names in the above list and let them know what you are willing to do. These will all help grow our church.                     

Pastor Kay   
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о .ƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳƴƎ [ƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ 
 

We all know that the Little Snowplow has been quite 

busy this winter.  Iôm sure that you have seen him 

clearing the roads for you.  Now you can learn how he 

got strong enough to do all that work! 

Pig the Pug is not the oinky kind 

of pig; heôs a dog who wonôt 

share until an accident teaches 

him the value of friendship. 

Get to know Mole, the under-

ground protector of the garden. 

Some might think that Mole is a 

garden pest, but the truth is that he 

is a pest-preventer! Mole keeps 

worms and caterpillars and other 

crawly bugs from munching 

up all the growing veggie plants. 
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Outreach & Missions 

 The 24th Annual Chili/Soup Cook-Off was a success for the 24th year 

in a row!!  Adding soup this year gave eaters another option along with 

some delicious  

casseroles.   There were plenty of desserts to top off a great meal. 

 The cooks not only put together a tasty meal but they did so with 
grace and class. What a terrific bunch.  They were: Shelly Spachman, 
Donica Bignall and Alexandra Woodward (her grand-daughter), Mari 
Wise with Jim serving, Chuck Hill, Carol Boyce, Cindy Hill, Joe Vos, 
Nikki Phillips with Michelle Clark. 

 The voting was very close as we had such good food. With anticipa-
tion building, the crowd sitting on pins and needleséé..Carol Boyce was 
proclaimed the winner!  
She used a bean soup which was a family recipe from her Grandpa.  Look 
for the recipe in the bulletin.   

If you were not able to attend, you can still make a  donation to sup-
port our ongoing Mission projects around the world.  The total so far collect-
ed is $340!  Missions is extremely grateful for all this congregation has 
done to make possible the many projects we have been able to fund. You 
are truly turning the world upside down! 

Thank you ~ Your Missions Team 

Holy Week Family Festival  

Sunday, March 25   @   2:00 pm  
 

 The purpose of this festival is to retell the biblical  

account of the last week of Jesusõ life on earth before the  

crucifixion. Participants are invited to experience the events leading to the cross as 

if they were there with the disciples.  

 Jesus was traveling with his disciples, participants will travel in small  

groups through this experience.  

 We need a few more Station Leaders for this event -  contact Cindy Hill @  

616-754 -3848  or cjohill@gmail.com if you are interested in helping.   

mailto:cjohill@gmail.com
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Esther-Lois Circle 
Would you like to join a group of  

mature, spirit-filled, fun-loving women?  
Esther-Lois Circle would love to have you 

visit us at our February meeting.   
We meet in the church, so no house  
cleaning to entertain in our homes!   

We meet the fourth Wednesday of each 
month and enjoy great desserts,  

devotions and programs.   
We hope to see you this month on  

March 28th @ 1:00 pm  

 

HOMEMAKERS  

The Homemakers Group NOT will 

meet in March, we will meet next  

Wednesday,   

APRIL 18th  
at 5:00 PM.  

 All are welcome! 
 

We will enjoy a potluck dinner.   

Simply bring a dish to pass and your 

own table service.   

UMW DISTRICT CHANGES 
 
 In July of this new year of 2018, our UMW group will be  
added to the Grand Rapids District United Methodist Women,  
as church districts are being restructured across the state.   

The newsletter of the GR District UMW is called The Anchor, and a copy of it 
may be found on the UMW bulletin board in the hall opposite the new nursery 
and in the Library.  Also on the bulletin board is a list of the upcoming District 
events, the first of which is the Spring Fling on March 17, 2018, at the Cedar 
Springs UMC in Cedar Springs.  There are some registration forms for this 
event on the bulletin board, and also some forms to register for the next event 
on May 5-6, the Spring Fling, being held at the St. Francis Retreat center in 
DeWitt.  If you are interested in attending either of these events, the time to 
register is now.   


