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In December of 2016 you took a bold step to help
lead the Greenville 1st UMC into the future. You voted to
accept the five prescriptions that were offered to us to help
us begin a process of church revitalization. We began in
January of 2017 and are now well into the second year.
We committed to make about twenty-five specific changes
to help us fulfill our church’s purpose of making disciples of
Jesus in order to transform our world. One of the changes
we adopted was to move to a simpler leadership structure.
Last fall at our church conference (Annual Church
meeting) we elected fourteen people to serve on the new
Leadership Board. The hope is that having one board
instead of 8-10 committees will make it easier to implement
new ministries to reach our community. In the spring our
Leadership Board adopted a vision to enable us to reach
our mission of making disciples. “The vision of Greenville
1st UMC is to grow a loving community as we gather,
connect, learn, and serve.” This fall we will join together in
a congregational study to help us learn how we might grow
a loving community. At our July meeting your Leadership
Board took a walk around the church neighborhood to
begin to see who our neighbors are in the blocks around
the church building. When the “minutes” or “recordings” of
the meeting are approved each month they are posted on
the Leadership Board bulletin board in the hallway between
the new nursery and the new library. They will also be
included in the newsletter each month. If you have a
ministry you want to lead or help lead, please feel free to
propose it to the Leadership Board. The Leadership Board
meets the 4th Monday of every month at 7 p.m. most often
at the church, but some months in each other’s homes.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The budget of FUMC covers many items such as utilities, staff salaries, program
expenses, ministry shares and mortgage payments. The amount below reflects the
amount needed to cover the budgeted amount for these items and what was actually
received through March 31, 2018.
June 2018
Gen. Operational Giving:
Other Operational Income
Total Operational Income:
Total Expenses
Operational Budget Gain

$153,552
$ 24,588 (CCCC Tithe, Building Principle & Use)
$178,140
$181,497 (Payroll, Min. Shares, Mortgage, etc)
($ 3,357)

Designated Giving in June

$

3,715 (Mortgage, Missions, Programs)

Cash available as of 6/30/2018:

$

3,385

Please check with the church office if you want to attend to make sure you
know the location. You can talk with any member of the Leadership Board or me
about your idea or if you have a question about something from the monthly
minutes.
Pastor Don

The members the congregation elected to serve on the 2018 Leadership Board
are: Dr. Peter Blinkilde, Julie Brown, Nancy Cooley, Linda Custer, Cindy Hill,
Chuck Hill, Derik Holmberg, Steve Homich, Cheri Krogman,
Steve Krogman, Norice Rasmussen, Ali Weller, Pastor Kay Welsch,

Pastor Eric has two sisters trying to get financing together to attend
Africa University. One of his sister's expenses are fully cared for and
the other needs $1,300 to cover the upcoming school year (2018-2019).
We are asking that you prayerfully consider a donation Sunday,
August 5, to aid in Pastor Eric’s family’s education needs.

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Nancy Banks
Ted VanLoo
Brian Smith
Micki Hess
Ruth Finkbeiner
Elaine Baxter
HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Jim Bullard
Nancy Clark
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Harley & Linda VanHoose
Rev. Ted Bailey
Chris Nelson
Bill & Shirley Davis
Marv Evans
Jennifer Frisbey
Don Peterman

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED
ETERNAL LIFE
Chester Smith

UMW ALERT!
Ladies: have you formerly been active in the UMW, or would you
like to get involved now? United Methodist Women is a service
organization, with an emphasis on missions. Business meetings
are held once a month on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at
10:00am at the church. Other activities are happening all the
time, such as Rummage Sales, funeral lunches, Candy/Bake sales,
and whatever else we can think of to get involved serving our
church, community, and world. If you're not active now, we'd
love to have you be a part of the group.
The next meeting will be at 10:00, Wednesday, August 8.
See you then.
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Stephen Ministers

Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
(Galatians 6:2 NIV)
I recently returned from a week in Dallas, Texas. A week filled with some of
the hottest temperatures there in 50 years, as reported by the news. Why was a
Michigan native some place so hot and dry in the middle of a heat wave? I was at
Stephen Minister Leader Training for the week. It was a week filled with 8:15am
praise songs, 8:30 am devotions and classes from 8:45am until 8:30 pm most of the
days I was there. When I arrived, I received a box, which weighed 35 pounds. (I
had to ship that back to Michigan via UPS.) Thirty-five pounds of folders with
information regarding Training modules and ways to promote the Stephen Ministry
mission of providing one-to-one confidential lay caring ministry through a
congregation that uses the Stephen Series. There are currently 13,000
congregations throughout the world that participate in Stephen Ministry. The
week that I received training, Stephen Ministry trained it’s 75,0000 Stephen
Leader! The representative was from a Cowboy Church in Texas. The mission of
the Cowboy Church is to reach the unchurched using known ideas from roping,
riding and rodeo life. How fabulous it that? I had no idea that there was such a
thing as Cowboy Church!
Greenville First United Methodist Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.
Stephen Ministers are specially trained lay people who have participated in a 50
hour training course. During this course participants learn how to come beside
hurting and broken people and walk with them during difficult times of life.
Through the generous gift of one of our Stephen Leaders, Kay Hair, I was given the
opportunity to receive training to help continue this ministry within our church. I
join current Stephen Leaders Barb Perry, Mari Wise and Nancy Clark. We will be
preparing continuing education and for the Stephen Ministers in our congregation
as we move into fall. I am so looking forward to seeing the way that the Lord will
continue to use this ministry in Greenville!
Tammy Youmans

Library Link
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The choice for the One Book One County title
this year has been made, and it is a good one.
Reading or listening, you are sure to enjoy Burnt
Toast Makes You Sing Good by Kathleen Flinn.
This is a true story of a family and their food, with
a bit of Michigan thrown in. Don’t miss this one.

Also featured among the other new titles this month are these picture books:
Maybe God Is Like That Too by Jennifer Grant We’ve heard and read about the Fruits of the
Spirit, but do we recognize them when we see them? When a young boy asks his Grandma
if God lives in their city, she helps him to open his eyes to see these fruits of God’s spirit
every where in his daily life.
Gilbert Goldfish Wants A Pet by Kelly DiPucchio Gilbert has everything a gold fish could
want except a pet of his own, but none of the animals who come near his fish bowl seem
quite right until Fluffy, with his long tail and whiskers appears. Wait a minute!
The Dark by Lemony Snicket Lazlo is afraid of the dark, but the dark isn’t afraid of Lazlo.
This is the story of how a young boy stops being afraid of the dark.
Llama Llama Loves to Read by Anna Dewdney
Also:
To The Moon and Back by Karen Kingsbury (Adult Fiction)
Diary Of A Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney (Elementary Fiction)
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand (Adult Non-fiction)
Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times by Adam Hamilton
(Adult Non-fiction)
Lies We Believe About God by Wm. Paul Young
BOOK & AUDIO BOOK

BOOK & AUDIO BOOK

(Adult Non-fiction)
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Outreach & Missions

Your Mission team would like to invite you to help us “Fill A Pew” for IM Kids 3rd
Meal during the month of August. Childhood hunger is an epidemic affecting over 16
million children in this country. That is 1 of 5 kids! The number in Ionia is also 1 in 5
children and 1 in 4 in Montcalm County. This is a chance to make a difference right
where we live. IM Kids 3rd Meal is a new program that provides daily evening meals
for kids in Ionia and Montcalm counties. Each meal contains five food groups and approximately 1000 calories to be consumed five nights a week. IM Kids 3rd Meal partners with Feeding America West Michigan along with a lot of community support.

It is easy and the following is their Wish List:
Peanut Butter
100% Fruit Juice Boxes
Fruit Cups
Paper Lunch Sacks
Granola Bars
Cereal Packs/Boxes
Zip-lock Bags
(sandwich and snack bags)
Jelly
Applesauce
Cracker Packs
Pretzels
Nuts
Dried Nuts
There will be a pew designated for these supplies on August 5 and the project will run
through the entire month. Your help is greatly appreciated.
Thanks to your ongoing generosity we were able to send $600 this month to support
our missionary, Paul Webster which is ½ of our yearly obligation We also sent $100
each to RAVE, Forgotten Man Ministry and Have Mercy. We also sent $50 to the Special Sunday called Peace with Justice. We continue to reach out both locally and
around the world but it is only possible because of your commitment to Missions.

Children’s Ministry
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Let’s work together to care for creation! It’s time to
register for ReNew: The Green VBS™!
Place:
Dates:
Time:

Greenville First United Methodist Church
August 6 - August 10, 2018
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

ReNew Vacation Bible School invites kids to learn
about Jesus, help build our community, and grow as
they become stewards of God’s creation.
At ReNew: The Green VBS™ kids will:
• Explore God’s Word through Jesus’ Parable of the Sower.
• Learn about God’s creation and what we can do to care for it.
• Meet members of our community who are stewards of the environment.
• Make new friends and have a great time!
Calling all kids between ages and who want to ReNew! Let’s grow in faith,
have fun, and change the world!
To register, contact: cjohill@gmail.com
See you at ReNew: The Green VBS™!

The Praise Team is looking for new members! We are especially seeking drummers, a bass
guitarist, a keyboard player, and brass instruments. If you can play an instrument of any kind or
would like to sing with the Praise Team, please contact Jamee Gunn, Jemery Palmer, or the
church office.
If you like to sing and want to be part of a fun and supportive group in the church, join the
choir! Anyone high school age and older is invited to attend the one-hour practices on Thursday evenings at 6:30 in the sanctuary, beginning August 30, and Sunday morning practice in the
choir room beginning one-half hour before the worship service, beginning September 9. For
more information call Jemery Palmer at 616-754-6460.
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Leadership Board Recordings
Leadership Board Recordings: July 23, 2018

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm in the Bailey Conference Room of First
United Methodist Church.
In Attendance were: Linda Custer, Cindy Hill, Chuck Hill, Tammy Yeomans, Peter
Blinkilde, Nancy Cooley, Pastor Kay Welsch, Pastor Don Spachman, Norice Rasmussen
Absent: Steve Homich, Alison Weller, Julie Brown, Derik Holmberg,
Cheri Krogman, Steve Krogman.

The meeting started with a walk about the local neighborhoods to explore the opportunities of connecting with our neighbors.
Pastor Don opened the meeting with readings and prayer.
We would like to have a discussion on the book EVERYBODY ALWAYS: Becoming
Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People. The team’s assignment is to read
this book prior to our next meeting so that we have a meaningful discussion on this
topic.
The worship team reported out that they are looking at a coaching project with
Cathy Townley. Leadership team members may want to sign-up for her blog at
www.townleycoaching.com and also www.buildingworshipbridges.com
Sunday will be the Singspiration from 6:30 to 8:00 pm and we are looking forward to
some wonderful music and socializing.
Church Hill will work with an IT person on expanding the wireless connection to
the Bailey Conference Room, the Johnson Library and throughout the whole Sanctuary.
In the month of August a sub-group will meet with an interior designer friend to
move forward with our Brotherhood Hall project.
We would like to get started on the stewardship campaign for 2019. The leadership brainstormed people that might be willing to serve on this team. Norice will get a
group together to organize the campaign.
Pete B., Linda and Norice will plan to attend the Church Conference at Ionia First
UMC to meet with the DS and attend the general session. It will be a busy weekend
with the walk going on in Greenville.
Toni Wenger will be starting a Yoga class at church. The church is bidding out the
snow plowing for this winter. Our next meeting date will be Monday, August 27
at 7:00 pm.

Spiritual Formation
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION NEWS
We’re at work, developing new and useful ways to help our church spread the
Good News. We work as a team with each participant choosing a way to serve, not
only our church but also our community.
We’ve had several teams already in action: the Worship team (Pastor Don –
leader), the Fine Arts team (Ruth Hansen – leader). Ruth provides activities such
as skits, dramas, sacred dance. Each leader has persons on their team that help
them fulfill their responsibilities.
Now we have recently launched the Cares and Concern team. (Sherie
Kosten) – leader). Their responsibility is to be in touch with our members and
friends who would benefit from a visit, card. shawl or call so they don’t feel forgotten. She is intent on acquiring persons who like to do such visits. She needs at least
one person for each category: homebound, nursing home, assisted living, hospital,
recovery, long distance (military, college, etc. - cards), decreased attendance. These
are social visits in contrast to the Stephen Ministers who visit a person to repeatedly
assist in the need for dealing with and healing for a difficult life issue. If interested in
helping Cares and Concerns, call Sherie at 616/225-0023. If more interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, contact Barb Perry or Mari Wise.
In the future watch this corner for growing news of more teams. If you have
any questions, please call me (Pastor Kay Welsch – 989/352-1209). I am also available and trained to do pastoral counseling, spiritual guidance, and/or conflict resolution as part of my ministry. I have an office in the lower level, but need appointments. I also enjoy having “getting to know you” visits.

Charity Needlework Circle
Charity Needlework Circle begins Monday, July 30, beginning at 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Bring your lunch and beverage for relaxing time of fellowship, learning, and sharing of ideas.
See you in Fellowship Hall! Bring your current project or Charity project patterns, yarn,
knitting, crocheting, loom/rake knitting supplies will be available.
Contact Sherie Kosten: (616)225-0023 or email: sheriekosten@yahoo.com.
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August Birthdays
Carolyn Humble
Richard Wenger
Chester Smith
Kathy Fraley
Danielle Ayres
Robert VanHoose
Morgan Bates
Kathy Shepard
Ethan Silverthorne
James Humble
Steve Homich
Keith Hudson
Brenda Betten
Judy Johnson
Valerie Dudzik
Nancy Clark

Louis & Margaret Durga
Blaine & Judy Kading
Steve & Amy Homich
Martin & Katy McDonough
Mark & Kathy Wilkin
Menno & Kina Haan
Todd & Miranda Holmberg

08/01
08/01
08/04
08/05
08/05
08/06
08/06
08/08
08/11
08/11
08/11
08/12
08/13
08/14
08/15
08/17

08/04
08/05
08/05
08/09
08/09
08/10
08/12

John Besson
Robert Clark
Judie Wabeke
Easton Smith
Earl Sampson
Lyndsey Bosanic
Lee Lindquist
Sharon Pinckney
Scott Kraai
Jaydon Woodward
Nancy Kortes
Ann Lutz
Lee Bahlman
Alison Loding
Katie Wood
Linda Custer

08/17
08/18
08/20
08/21
08/22
08/22
08/23
08/24
08/25
08/25
08/27
08/29
08/29
08/29
08/30
08/31

Kirk & Barb Perry
Darrell & Carolee Rickabaugh
Russ & Sally Armstrong
Dr. Peter & Karin Blinkilde
William & Shirley Davis
Ed & Cheryl Williams
Brandon & Kristie Smith

08/16
08/16
08/19
08/22
08/28
08/30
08/31

Miranda Holmberg

PIC:

Jack & Ingrid Waber,
Jemery & Dick Palmer

Josh Januzelli
Brandon Wood

Connie Januzelli

Judy VanSyckle &
Michele Waldbillig

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

PIC:

PIC:

Tammy Youmans

Donica Bignall

Dylan & Aaron Bates

Console:
Nursery:

Linda Custer
John & Lori Hostetler,
Scott & Wendy Bates

Leader:
Greeters:

August 19, 2018

Norice Rasmussen
Elson & Ann Lutz,
Steve & Amy Homich
Alison Weller
Olivia Youmans
Kim Weller

Linda VanSickle

Leader:
Greeters:
Console:
Nursery:

PIC:

August 26, 2018

First United Methodist Church Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule

Doug Lamborne

Leader:

August 12, 2018

Derik Holmberg
Jocelyn Holmberg
Jennifer Frisbey

Console:

Nursery:

Lori Hostetler
Lois Edgar, Elaine Pendrick

Leader:
Greeters:

August 5, 2018

Fri

8

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - VBS

9

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
6:30 pm - VBS

10

Thu

First United Methodist Church ~ August 2018
Wed

7

10:00 AM UMW Meeting
12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:30 pm - VBS

16

17
CCCC Parking Lot
Fund Raiser

Tue

6
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - VBS
6:45 pm - Scout Parent

15

10:30 am - Bible Study

Mon

5
11:00 am - Charity
Needlework Circle
6:30 pm - VBS

14

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

23

3

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice

13
8:00 am – Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

22

10:30 am - Bible Study

2

12
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

21

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

30

Sun
1

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice

20

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

29

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

19
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

28

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

9:30 am - Worship
Eagle Scout Recognition
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice

27

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

31

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Danish Festival

26

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

24

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice

11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle
7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

4

Sat

Danish Festival

4:30 pm - Emmaus
Potluck

11

18

25

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office
during business hours to let us know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave
their classrooms to let groups in.
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Office Hours
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS.
Please note: the church building is locked after office hours.
If you need to obtain access to the building after these hours,
please contact the church office prior to your event.
FUMC Event Scheduling:
If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office, 754-8532.
Submission Deadlines:
Please have any bulletin announcements into the church office by
Wednesday.
Deadline For the September Connection is Tuesday, August 28th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at office@greenvillefumc.org.

Christian Child Care Center News
CCCC enjoyed another special month of summer. The highlight of July was Vacation Bible
School week. The children learned about what Jesus’ life may have been like when he was a kid,
through Hometown Nazareth. They made and ate homemade bread and butter, as well as other
yummy snacks. They played fun games like pool noodle “donkey” relay races, “everyone is in”
musical chairs, and Bocce Ball. They heard Bible stories about Jesus’ family, name, home, and
church. They had an exciting visit from Mary, Jesus’ mother. They made beautiful crafts with clay,
wood, dye, and wool (fleece). They sang and danced their hearts out every day at our opening and
closing ceremonies.
On our final day of VBS the children learned how Jesus served others and they can too. Our older
children made fleece blankets and the younger ones made cards. Next week our older classes will
take the blankets and cards to Green Acres to share with the residents, as a final service project.
A very special thank you to all that contributed to make Vacation Bible School so meaningful for
the children. Thank you to the church for allowing us to borrow the Hometown Nazareth kit. Thank
you church office staff and daycare staff that purchased and donated items for our crafts, games, and
snacks. Thank you to the teachers that gave their time planning and preparing. I want to give an
extra big thanks to Pat Cradit for her time and talents portraying Mary the mother of Jesus!

Leslie Garrison, Director

Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

Matt and Nora Vos, son of Joe and Val Vos, married in September 2016 and are excited to be
serving together in Guatemala with Kids Alive International. Kids Alive International is a Christcentered mission dedicated to rescuing orphans and vulnerable children – meeting their spiritual,
physical, educational, and emotional needs. Kids Alive International believes every child deserves to
live free from the bondage of hunger, abuse, and exploitation. They rescue and provide for orphaned
and forgotten children one at a time, but accomplish so much more. They empower families and
communities by developing partnerships and sharing the faith, knowledge, and infrastructure that creates self-sustaining legacies of transformation.
All of the children in their care were orphaned, abandoned, or abused, living on the streets,
and victims of poverty, disease, or war. Kids Alive rescues these children and enrolls them into one of
our Children’s Homes, a Care Center, or School program that is best suited to the care they need.
If you are led to help Matt & Nora’s mission, forms are available at church, or online at:

www.kidsalive.org/vos

