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Dear Church Family,
I pray that you are adjusting as we change from summer
to fall. As we enter the fall some questions have come up about
the church’s progress in fulfilling the prescriptions that we voted
to implement beginning in January of 2017. Let me give you an
update. In the past year and a half the following steps have
been completed or are in progress
1. Restructure Staff Meetings
January 1, 2017
2. Worship for Spiritual Renewal and Healing
January 29, 2017
3. Worship Design Team
January 31, 2017
4. Vision Workshop
February 28, 2017
5. Leadership Board Workshop
March 31, 2017
6. Worship Improvements Implemented April 16, 2017
7. Children’s Ministry Dream Team Meet May 1, 2017
8. Youth Ministry Dream Team Meet
May 1, 2017
9. Leadership Board Begins Meeting
June 1, 2017
10. Combine to One Service at 9:30 a.m. June 25, 2017
11.Create a Communications Evaluation Team
September 1, 2017
12. Relocate the Church Nursery
September 1, 2017
13. Celebrate and Dissolve the Church Council
January 1, 2018
14. Implement Children’s Ministry Plan
September 9, 2018
15. Implement Youth Ministry Plan
September 9, 2018
As a congregation Greenville 1st has accomplished much
and there is much more to do in order to “grow a loving
community as we gather, connect, learn and serve.” Let me
share some of the challenges with you.
A. One of the prescriptions for our future is to create a new
worship service to reach the people of our neighborhood. Would
you be willing to help make this new worship experience a
reality? The recommendation from the Consultation Team was
that we combine our traditional services to one service at 9:30
a.m. a change we made last summer. The recommendation of
9:30 a.m. was to allow the New Worship Service to meet at 11
a.m. if that appears to be the best time to reach our community.
Please see Linda Custer, Ali Weller, or Pastor Don if you would
be willing to assist as we learn to create this new community
focused service.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
The budget of FUMC covers many items such as utilities, staff salaries, program
expenses, ministry shares and mortgage payments. The amount below reflects the
amount needed to cover the budgeted amount for these items and what was actually
received through July 31, 2018.
July 2018
Gen. Operational Giving:
Other Operational Income
Total Operational Income:
Total Expenses
Operational Budget Gain

$176,246
$ 27,903 (CCCC Tithe, Building Principle & Use)
$204,149
$211,039 (Payroll, Min. Shares, Mortgage, etc)
($ 6,890)

Designated Giving in July

$

3,509 (Mortgage, Missions, Programs)

Cash available as of 7/31/2018:

$

2,759

B. Our youth leaders Steve and Cheri Krogman are unable to continue providing
leadership for our youth ministry. Would you be willing to help provide that leadership
or help us with next steps? Please see Pastor Don if you would be willing to help or
have recommendations.
C. Another prescription for our future includes developing a Community Engagement
Team and planning quarterly bridge events to reach out in our community. Are you
willing and available to help figure out how to reach our community and plan events?
If you have questions about this team please see Pastor Don.
D. Finances continue to be a challenge. Each week the first $2,400 of our offering
pays the mortgage. Staff, programming, utilities, and maintenance are paid next.
In October and November you will have opportunity to indicate how you have been
blessed and are able to support our ministry together as we look to the future.
Thank you for your support and your prayerful commitment to our ministry together
from the corner of Cass and Franklin Streets in downtown Greenville. Ministry
happens in and from our building every day and through the loving care provided by
the Christian Child Care Center. I know that a lot of our ministry happens away from
the church building in homes, businesses, and schools in our community. Together
let us make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world by growing a loving
community as we gather, connect, learn, and serve.
Pastor Don
Please Note : Our Church Charge Conference is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2:00 pm at Ionia First United Methodist Church.

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Nancy Banks
Ted VanLoo
Brian Smith
Micki Hess
Ruth Finkbeiner
Elaine Baxter
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Rev. Ted Bailey
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Chris Nelson
Bill & Shirley Davis
Marv Evans
Jennifer Frisbey
Don Peterman
Martin & Katy McDonough
Bill Banks
Frank McLachlan
Joe Vos

HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Jim Bullard
Nancy Clark

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED
ETERNAL LIFE
Dr. Larry Farnsworth

To My Church Family,
I wish to thank you all for the love and support our family has received
right after my recent stroke. I have made a great recovery - the many
prayers, well wishes, visits, cards, flowers and calls really made a difference
in my recovery. They are much appreciated.
Blessings to all.
Chris Nelson

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
CALLING ALL WOMEN: During our regular meeting on
Wednesday, September 12, at 10:00am, we will be making plans
for the Candy/Bake sale in December. Please make every effort
possible to be at this meeting. Your presence, your ideas, and
your willing help is needed for this event.
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Stephen Minister Moment
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Gal. 6:2

Hello Friends,
Do you know that a Stephen Ministry Commission is a 2 year commitment? It
is time for Stephen Ministers to begin praying and asking God about his plan for their
life for the next 2 years. If God is pressing on your heart and moving you to continue
your commission as a Stephen Minister, then we encourage you to prepare for a
renewed time of learning. Stephen Leaders will be reaching out to you soon. We will
be calling to ask about your plan for the next 2 years. Start thinking about when you
are available to meet with a Care Receiver, in what areas you have spiritual gifts, how
to use those gifts to glorify God and your commitment to meeting twice a month.
Yes, this is an exciting change! We need to meet once a month for Continuing
Education and once a month for Peer Supervision.
There are a couple of continuing education studies that are being considered
for this year. The first is a book titled Bedside Manners: A practical guide to visiting
the ill, by Katie Maxwell. This will be part of the monthly continuing education that
we need to provide to continue to develop your skills as a Care Giver. A second
continuing education is a Spiritual Gifts Inventory. Did you know that your spiritual
gifts change over time? This is a biblically based 8 hour study that is titled,
“Discovering God’s Vision for your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts”. This is a
practical program that has been thoroughly researched and tested. If you are
not a Stephen Minister but you want to participate in either of these studies that’s great! You are welcome to join us.
We are planning a busy and spiritually fulfilling year! I am looking forward to
getting to know each of you better. The Lord has so much in store for our
congregation as we gather together and learn to be the loving face of Christ to each
person we meet…”even if it is only for the next 30 seconds,” (a quote from Everybody
Always by Bob Goff.)
Have a blessed month,

Tammy Youmans

Library Link
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Everybody always by Bob Goff (Adult non-fiction)
Bob Goff bursts through every chapter in this book, in turn informing, challenging,
and inspiring, making you laugh, and then cry. This man, with boundless energy and
enthusiasm, is daring to love as Jesus loved - everybody always, from a witch doctor in
Africa to a convicted felon who needs an ankle bracelet so he can be released from
prison. You may be exhausted by the time you finish the book, but you’ll know that
you’ve met a very unusual person - and through him others who are striving to be like
Jesus, not just to talk about what He meant or to agree with Him, but to love people just
the way He did. If you’re not sure what that means, or how to do it, let Bob explain
how he and others live it. It will touch your heart - and maybe your life. HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED READING

Have you filled a bucket today? by Carol McCloud

(Juvenile picture book)

You’ve heard of bucket lists, but do you know about bucket filling? This title was
first published in 2006 to help teach young children about loving and being loved,
which is a lesson we all need to learn. Read this book with a child, and then go out and
fill someone’s bucket.

The most beautiful thing I’ve seen by Lisa Gungor

(Adult non-fiction)

Lisa was raised in a conservative church and home that told her what was right
and what was wrong, who was in and who was out. As she grew and saw more of the
world, she began to see that reality was not always what she had been taught, and as her
life continued she found that with changing perspectives, her faith expanded, but
change is difficult, and not always welcome. This book can inspire, and perhaps help
us embrace a new perspective when troubling change stirs the still waters of our lives.
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Outreach & Missions

Your Mission team wants to thank you for your generous response to the
August project. We have indeed “Filled A Pew” for IM Kids 3rd Meal.
The food will be delivered to IM Kids the first week in September and is
our way to help hungry kids right here in our community.
IM Kids 3rd Meal is also looking for volunteers to work at their kitchen
facility at H.O. Steele Center, 10260 S. Sheridan Road, Fenwick. Volunteer
shifts vary but are often 2 hour shifts to help make sandwiches, repackage
foods into individual servings and pack 3rd Meals. If you would be
interested and would like more information, call Allison Peabody at
616-526-4900 or contact her at apeabody@ioniaisd.org. She will explain
the duties and put you to work.
It is hard to believe but it soon will be time for Operation Christmas Child
but look for information coming soon.
Enjoy the rest of our summer and thank you for your continued support of
our Mission program at FUMC.

Yoga Class for Beginners Offered
Join instructor Toni Wenger for Yoga Asana (poses) for beginners of all
ages. This practice involves synchronizing the breath with a progressive
series of postures resulting in improved circulation, a light and strong
body, and a calm mind. Wednesdays; September 26th – October 31st,
6:00 - 7:15pm in Celebration Hall. Please bring a yoga mat, a firm
blanket, and wear comfortable clothing. Optional props recommended: block(s) and a
strap. Toni has been practicing yoga for five years completing her 200 hour foundation
yoga teacher training in the spring of 2017. She wants to share her love for yoga with
the community in hopes you too will benefit from the wonders of yoga and love it as
well. Contact Toni by email: twenger@casair.net, or home number 989.831.5115.

Children’s Ministry
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We continue to grow in Children’s Ministry. We are using Sparkhouse Rotation
Model. Each week a different area is explored in relation to the Bible Story, Art,
Science, Bible Skills and Games, Cooking, Video and Music.
During the summer, we explored the life and times of Moses. We discovered
how God protects us, calls us to serve others and he is with us in difficult times.
During September, we will learn how he rescues us.
Beginning September 23, we will begin the God and Me Series, at 10:45 am.
This is open to any child grades 1-3, 4-6.
VBS ReNEW, was held in August. We examined The Parable of the Sower,
learning to care for God’s creation. Thank you to everyone who donated supplies.
Thank you to our helpers, Heather Woodward, Dorothy Sampson, Michelle Clark
and Donica Bignall.
Children’s Ministry needs volunteers - please consider volunteering to work
with a great team and some very precious children.
Our Scouting program continues to grow. This year, girls were welcomed into
Cub Scouting. Four girls have joined this year. The dens will not be co-ed, girls will
be in their own den with a leader.
Cub Scouts begin September 4.
If you would like to help in either of these exciting ministries talk with
Cindy Hill, Children’s Ministry Coordinator. 616-894-4730, cjohill@gmail.com

The Praise Team is looking for new members! We are
especially seeking drummers, a bass guitarist, a keyboard player, and brass instruments. If you can play an instrument of
any kind or would like to sing with the Praise Team, please
contact Jamee Gunn, Jemery Palmer, or the church office.

If you like to sing and want to be part of a fun and supportive group
in the church, join the choir! Anyone high school age and
older is invited to attend the one-hour practices on Thursday
evenings at 6:30 in the sanctuary, beginning September 6, and
Sunday morning practice in the choir room beginning one-half
hour before the worship service, beginning September 9. For more
information call Jemery Palmer at 616-754-6460.
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Leadership Board Recordings
Leadership Board Recordings: July 23, 2018

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm in the Bailey Conference Room of First
United Methodist Church.
In Attendance were: Linda Custer, Cindy Hill, Chuck Hill, Tammy Youmans,
Peter Blinkilde, Nancy Cooley, Pastor Kay Welsch, Pastor Don Spachman, Norice
Rasmussen
Absent: Steve Homich, Alison Weller, Julie Brown, Derik Holmberg,
Cheri Krogman, Steve Krogman.
The meeting started with a walk about the local neighborhoods to explore the
opportunities of connecting with our neighbors.
Pastor Don opened the meeting with readings and prayer.
We would like to have a discussion on the book EVERYBODY ALWAYS:
Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People. The team’s
assignment is to read this book prior to our next meeting so that we have a meaningful
discussion on this topic.
The worship team reported out that they are looking at a coaching project with
Cathy Townley. Leadership team members may want to sign-up for her blog at
www.townleycoaching.com and also www.buildingworshipbridges.com
Sunday will be the Singspiration from 6:30 to 8:00 pm and we are looking forward to
some wonderful music and socializing.
Church Hill will work with an IT person on expanding the wireless connection to
the Bailey Conference Room, the Johnson Library and throughout the whole Sanctuary.
In the month of August a sub-group will meet with an interior designer friend to
move forward with our Brotherhood Hall project.
We would like to get started on the stewardship campaign for 2019. The leadership brainstormed people that might be willing to serve on this team. Norice will get a
group together to organize the campaign.
Pete B., Linda and Norice will plan to attend the Church Conference at Ionia First
UMC to meet with the DS and attend the general session. It will be a busy weekend with
the walk going on in Greenville.
Toni Wenger will be starting a Yoga class at church. The church is bidding out the
snow plowing for this winter. Our next meeting date will be Monday, August 27
at 7:00 pm.

Small Groups
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Everyone high school age and older is invited to join a Bible-based small
group study and discussion every Sunday morning beginning September 2. The
"Faith Connections" class will begin 15 minutes after the worship service concludes.
We will meet in the church office reception area. This fall we will be learning how
"God interacts with His people ... and instructs them in what it means to be called
'God's holy people,'" and applying the lessons to our lives. Come join us whenever
you can for a stimulating, faith-building experience!
New Adult/Youth Sunday School Class starting September 9, 10:45 a.m.
What happens when we simply love everyone? In this five session video Bible
Study, bestselling author Bob Goff shares some of the stories from his life that
helped him to understand what it truly means to love everybody the way Jesus
loved them-–without fear, insecurity, or restriction. This begins by loving people
right where you are through serving and helping the neighbors God has placed into
your world. It means loving people when they mess up and helping them move past
the place of shame to acceptance. It continues by being courageous and following
where God leads one step at a time—even if you feel like you are flying blind.
Above all, it means not just agreeing with Jesus but actually stepping out and doing
what Jesus said.
Following Christ means more than just putting a toe in the water when it
comes to loving others. It means grabbing your knees and doing a cannonball!
And, as Jesus revealed, it means loving the difficult ones. Everybody, Always will
provide practical steps to help you take that journey.
Grab something to eat and/or drink from the Welcome Center and meet in the
Conference Room on Sunday mornings for this five week study facilitated by Shelly
Spachman starting Sunday September 9th!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(The five week Everybody Always opportunity will also be offered on Tuesday nights
September 11- October 16 at 7 p.m. in the library. Please see Pastor Don for questions or for more information.)

Charity Needlework Circle
Charity Needlework Circle meets on Mondays, 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Bring your lunch and beverage for relaxing time of fellowship, learning, and sharing
of ideas. See you in Fellowship Hall! Bring your current project
or Charity project patterns, yarn, knitting, crocheting, loom/rake
knitting supplies will be available. Contact Sherie Kosten:
(616)225-0023 or email: sheriekosten@yahoo.com.

9

PAGE

10

September Birthdays
Donica Bignall
Brant Gunn
Michael Lindquist
Brian Smith
John Hostetler
Betsy Stevens
Homer Shrader
Betty Knapp
Steve Krogman
Wilma Stevens
Andrew Ray
Dr. Roger Coles

Dan & Judie Sandie
Tom & Judy VanSyckle
Robert & Barb Schuster
Dwight & Janice Wheelock
Darwin & Helen House
Ted & Louise Noble
George & Lynne Bosanic

09/01
09/05
09/06
09/08
09/09
09/11
09/11
09/11
09/11
09/15
09/15
09/16

09/02
09/02
09/02
09/07
09/10
09/10
09/11

Dwight Wheelock
Jeff Loding
Kristie Smith
Nick Springsteen
Kathye Bailey
Ronald Dudzik
Carla Nye
Elaine Pendrick
Gerald Surrell
Char Johnson
Chris Ritter

09/17
09/17
09/17
09/18
09/20
09/23
09/23
09/24
09/24
09/28
09/28

Bob & Betty Knapp
Steve & Cheri Krogman
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Roger & Barb Blumberg
Bill & Nancy Banks
Matt & Nicole Cameron

09/12
09/12
09/19
09/19
09/20
09/28

Derik Holmberg

Console:

Aaron Bates
Donica Bignall

Console:
Nursery:

Nursery:

Donica Bignall

Nursery:

Jennifer Frisbey

Brandon Wood

Dick Palmer
Ann & Eldon Lutz,
Cheryl Williams, Kim Frisbey

First United Methodist Church Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule

Coffee Maker: Miranda Holmberg &
Tammy Youmans

Console:

Josh Januzelli

Console:

Leader:
Greeters:

Todd & Miranda Holmberg,
Fran & Nancy Wilson, Chad Olsen

September 30, 2018

Greeters:

Coffee Maker: Judy VanSyckle &
Michele Waldbillig

Kim Weller

Alison Weller

Coffee Maker: Carole Boyce

Nursery:

Console:

Dr. Pete Blinkilde

Coffee Maker: Linda VanSickle

John Raven
John & Candy Kerschen,
Eric & Connie Januzelli

Leader:
Greeters:

September 16, 2018

Bud & Carol Zayler,
Barb Schuster, Betty Knapp

Barb Perry

September 23, 2018
Greeters:

Leader:

Leader:

September 9, 2018

Nursery:
Connie Januzelli
Coffee Maker: NO Coffee Hour

Scott Bates
Chris & Vicki Nelson

Leader:
Greeters:

Labor Day Weekend

September 2, 2018

2
CCCC & Church Office
Closed

3

11

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

4

10:00 AM UMW Meeting
12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

12

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:30 pm - Stephen Minister
Potluck @ Parsonage

5

20

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

13

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:00 pm - Wood Carvers
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

6

Thu

9:30 am - Worship

10
8:00 am – Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Scouts Round Up
6:30 pm - Trustee Meeting

19

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:00 pm - Wood Carvers
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

Wed

9
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle
6:00 pm - Stephen
Minister Leader
Meeting

18

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
5:00 pm - Homemakers
6:00 pm - Missions
Meeting

27

Tue

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups
11:00 am - Safe Sanctuary
Meeting

17

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

26

Fri

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

EMMAUS WOMEN”S
WALK

28

21

14
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First United Methodist Church ~ September 2018
Mon

16
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

25

Sun

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

24

Labor Day

23/30

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle
7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

EMMAUS WOMEN”S
WALK

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
1:00 pm - Lois-Esther Circle
6:00 pm - Yoga

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

EMMAUS WOMEN”S
WALK

1

Sat

4:30 pm - Emmaus
Potluck

8

9:00 am - Emmaus
Meeting

15

9:00 am - Emmaus
Meeting

22

29

2:00 pm - Church
Conference @ Ionia
1st

EMMAUS WOMEN”S
WALK

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office
during business hours to let us know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave
their classrooms to let groups in.
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Office Hours
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS.
Please note: the church building is locked after office hours.
If you need to obtain access to the building after these hours,
please contact the church office prior to your event.
FUMC Event Scheduling:
If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office, 754-8532.
Submission Deadlines:
Please have any bulletin announcements into the church office by Wednesday.
Deadline For the October Connection is Tuesday, September 25th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at office@greenvillefumc.org.

Christian Child Care Center News
Summer has come to an end and we are beginning to see and feel signs of
fall. Danish Festival was a busy time, but an exciting time for CCCC. Some of our
children attended the children’s activities on Friday afternoon. Staff members ran the
parking lot on Friday and Saturday, which was a GREAT fundraiser! Thank you to
those that parked here and supported CCCC!
The end of summer also means it is back to school time! Our grade schoolers
have already started their school year. We miss having them around all day, but still
get to see their smiling faces before and after school. The first day of preschool for
CCCC will be Tuesday, September 4th. Best wishes for a successful and safe
school/preschool year!

Leslie Garrison, Director
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

Attention all hearing aid wearers.
Are you having trouble hearing in church?
Has it been awhile since you have had
your hearing aids cleaned?
If you answered yes to these questions, come
see me in the church office on September 23rd
after the morning service.
I will be here to clean your hearing aids.
This will be a free service provided to you.
Donica Bignall

