The Connection
Greenville First United Methodist Church
V O L U M E

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:30 AM - Children
10:45 AM - Adults
Podcast of sermon
available on our website
www.greenvillefumc.org

Financial Report

2

Thoughts & Prayers

3

Stephen Minister
News

4

Outreach &
Missions

5

UMW News

6

Small Groups

7

Celebrations

8

Ministry Schedule

9

Church Calendar

10

CCCC News

11

5 ,

I S S U E

1 0

O C T O B E R

2 0 1 8

Dear Church Family,
I want you to be aware of some upcoming opportunities to
love our community. On Wednesday October 31 we will have a
Halloween Open House. Hundreds of children will be coming
down Cass Street and we are going to open our doors for an
inside “Trink or Treat.” Children and parents from the
community will be welcome to come in, get some candy, change
a diaper, or use the bathroom that evening. We can use extra
hands and smiling faces on that night. We’ll hand out donuts
and cider and a warm welcome. If you cannot come, but can
donate candy please bring it to the church and we will have
people to hand it out. Let’s make our community feel loved and
welcome.
On November 22 (Thanksgiving Day) we are planning on
serving a free Thanksgiving meal to anyone in the community
who wants to attend. Community members can come for food
and friendship on that day. We’ll need folks to help set-up,
prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal. Let’s take this
opportunity to help our community feel loved and welcome.
This fall on Sunday mornings we will share in a Season of
Stewardship and we will be challenged as we look at the
opportunities we have to love one another and especially to love
the children in our community. Come and learn about what we
are doing to grow a loving community and how you can
participate. If you have questions about these opportunities
please feel free to talk to me or to any member of the
Leadership Board. If we don’t know the answer we’ll find
someone who can let you know what you need to know to help
us fulfill our vision of “Growing a loving community as we gather,
connect, learn, and serve.”
Pastor Don
The members the congregation elected to serve on the
2018 Leadership Board are: Wendy Bates, Dr. Peter Blinkilde,
Julie Brown, Linda Custer, Cindy Hill, Chuck Hill, Derik
Holmberg, Steve Homich, Cheri Krogman, Steve Krogman,
Norice Rasmussen, Ali Weller, Pastor Kay Welsch, and Tammy
Youmans
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Through August 31, 2018
General Operational Giving:
Other Operational Giving:
Total Operational Income:
Total Expenses
Operational Loss

$198,461
$ 31,040
$229,501
$243,529
-$ 14,028

The Praise Team is looking for new
members! We are especially seeking drummers,
a bass guitarist, a keyboard player, and brass
instruments. If you can play an instrument of any
kind or would like to sing with the Praise Team,
please contact Jamee Gunn, Jemery Palmer,
or the church office.

If you like to sing and want to be part of a fun and supportive
group in the church, join the choir! Anyone high
school age and older is invited to attend the
one-hour practices on Thursday evenings at 6:30 in
the sanctuary, and Sunday morning practice in the
choir room beginning 30 minutes before worship
service. For more information call
Jemery Palmer at 616-754-6460.

Please Note: Midwest Michigan Conference will be held Sunday, October 14,
from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm at Grand Rapids First United Methodist Church,
227 Fulton St. E, Grand Rapids, MI.

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Nancy Banks
Ted VanLoo
Brian Smith
Micki Hess
Ruth Finkbeiner
Elaine Baxter
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Rev. Ted Bailey
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Chris Nelson
Marv Evans
Don Peterman
Bill Banks
Frank McLachlan
Joe Vos
Donna Bissel
Mari Wise

HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Jim Bullard
Nancy Clark

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED
ETERNAL LIFE

Dear Church,
Thank you for awarding me the scholarship. This will help me further
my education at Oakland University. I am so thankful for the love and support
you have given me.
Love,
Jocelyn Holmberg

Trick or Treat
Trick or Treat is coming to FUMC! The event is going to be
held October 31 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. If you would like to
participate, we will be accepting donations of candy or come and
enjoy the fun and pass it out! The Boy Scouts will be on hand to
supervise some indoor games in Celebration Hall. We will be
serving donut holes, popcorn, cider and water. This will be a great
opportunity to meet our neighbors! More information to come.
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Stephen Minister Moment

Dear Church Family,
Here are the basics of Stephen Ministry. I will describe Stephen Leaders in
another article. Please read this and pray about whether God is calling you to be part
of this important Ministry! We would love to begin another training class (50 hours)
as soon as possible. Please let one of the Pastors or Stephen Leaders know that you’d
love to join us! Also let us know if you’d like to meet with a Stephen Minister.
Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen Leaders to
offer high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to people going through tough times. A
Stephen Minister usually provides care to one person at a time, meeting with that
person once a week for about an hour. Once or twice a month, Stephen Ministers
gather with their Stephen Leaders for support and continuing education.
Care Receivers
Care receivers are people—congregation members and others in the
community—who receive care from a Stephen Minister. These are people struggling
through a difficult time in life—experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or
terminal illness, or some other life crisis. Some important guidelines for this caring
relationship protect both the care receiver and the Stephen Minister:
·
The relationship between a care receiver and a Stephen Minister is confidential.
·
Men are matched with men; women with women.
·
When a care receiver’s needs exceed what a Stephen Minister can provide, the
Stephen Ministry team makes a referral to an appropriate mental health
professional or other community resource.
Stephen Ministers - our Wednesday, October 3 meeting will be in the conference
room. Please join us!
Blessings,
Barb Perry, Mari Wise, and Tammy Youmans

Barb Perry

Outreach & Missions
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It’s SHOEBOX time!
Yes, it’s that time of year already. Time
for Operation Christmas Child. You’ll
find this year’s shoeboxes outside the
sanctuary. Pleases take a box-or
more-and fill it up with various gifts for a
young boy or girl. Don’t forget to grab an
age/gender tag and tape it securely to the
lid. Please return you filled shoebox by
October 28. Shipping for boxes is $9 this
year; please enclose that in or on your box. Checks can be written to
Samaritan’s Purse. Remember, custom’s regulations PREVENT us from
adding candy and toothpaste in the boxes. Your Missions Team and the
recipient of your box thanks you very much for participating in this
program! If you have any questions, see Becky Clark 616-477-5818.

Yoga Class for Beginners Offered
Join instructor Toni Wenger for Yoga Asana (poses) for beginners of all
ages. This practice involves synchronizing the breath with a progressive
series of postures resulting in improved circulation, a light and strong
body, and a calm mind. Wednesdays; September 26th – October 31st,
6:00 - 7:15pm in Celebration Hall. Please bring a yoga mat, a firm
blanket, and wear comfortable clothing. Optional props recommended: block(s) and a
strap. Toni has been practicing yoga for five years completing her 200 hour foundation
yoga teacher training in the spring of 2017. She wants to share her love for yoga with
the community in hopes you too will benefit from the wonders of yoga and love it as
well. Contact Toni by email: twenger@casair.net, or home number 989.831.5115.
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United Methodist Women
HOMEMAKERS CLASS

After 84 years of study, service, and social interaction, Homemakers Class has retired.
Beginning in October 1934 with several young married couples as a Sunday School class
meeting on Sunday mornings, the group grew and evolved. As the original members
became more involved on Sunday morning as Sunday School workers, choir members, and
in other areas, it was decided in 1952 to discontinue the Sunday morning class and hold
monthly meetings in the church preceded by a potluck dinner. From 1934 to 1950 the class
met on the 3rd Thursday evening of the month; in 1950 the date was changed to the 3rd
Wednesday evening of the month, and has continued on that date ever since.
Through the years, members of the Class have been leaders, educators, and hard workers
for the church, but as with all of us, time has taken its toll, and at 84 it became time for the
era to end. Many, many thanks to all of those who have been a part of this special group,
contributing their time and talents to the life and service of First Church. May you continue
to serve in other ways, while never forgetting the years of being in Homemakers Class.

Deborah Circle is proud to announce their Annual
PIE AUCTION on Sunday, November 18th.
Come, bid on delicious, homemade pies of all varieties,
just in time for Thanksgiving! We are seeking donors of
homemade pies to make this event successful. If you would like to
donate a pie for the auction, please sign up on the sheet located in
Brotherhood Hall.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
CALLING ALL WOMEN: We have several interesting and fun events
in the planning stages! We are planning a Candy/Bake Sale for
December 2, 2018. Also, a Dinner Theater is coming to FUMC!!
January 26 & 27th we will present “Murder At the Pie Auction”, a
dinner theatre comedy murder mystery with audience participation.
Join us for our next meeting, Wednesday, October 10 at 10:00 am.

Small Groups
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Everyone high school age and older is invited to join a Bible-based small
group study and discussion every Sunday morning beginning September 2. The
"Faith Connections" class will begin 15 minutes after the worship service concludes.
We will meet in the church office reception area. This fall we will be learning how
"God interacts with His people ... and instructs them in what it means to be called
'God's holy people,'" and applying the lessons to our lives. Come join us whenever
you can for a stimulating, faith-building experience!
New Adult/Youth Sunday School Class starting September 9, 10:45 a.m.
What happens when we simply love everyone? In this five session video Bible
Study, bestselling author Bob Goff shares some of the stories from his life that
helped him to understand what it truly means to love everybody the way Jesus
loved them-–without fear, insecurity, or restriction. This begins by loving people
right where you are through serving and helping the neighbors God has placed into
your world. It means loving people when they mess up and helping them move past
the place of shame to acceptance. It continues by being courageous and following
where God leads one step at a time—even if you feel like you are flying blind.
Above all, it means not just agreeing with Jesus but actually stepping out and doing
what Jesus said.
Following Christ means more than just putting a toe in the water when it
comes to loving others. It means grabbing your knees and doing a cannonball!
And, as Jesus revealed, it means loving the difficult ones. Everybody, Always will
provide practical steps to help you take that journey.
Grab something to eat and/or drink from the Welcome Center and meet in the
Conference Room on Sunday mornings for this five week study facilitated by Shelly
Spachman starting Sunday September 9th!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(The five week Everybody Always opportunity will also be offered on Tuesday nights
September 11- October 16 at 7 p.m. in the library. Please see Pastor Don for questions or for more information.)

Charity Needlework Circle
The Charity Needlework Circle’s last meeting will be
Monday, October 29 – 11:00 am -1:00 pm in the Conference Room.
Continue your projects at home this winter
for our Christmas “Warm Love” Tree. Handmade mittens, hats,
gloves, scarves from toddler to adult sizes. Yarn is available.
Your donations will be given to a local charity.
(Of course, purchased items will also be welcomed!)
Contact: sheriekosten@yahoo.com or 616-225-0023.
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October Birthdays
Candy Kerschen
Richard Pendrick
Eric Januzelli
Gloria McComb
Shirley Davis
Julie Johnston
Deanna Ely
Brett Hostetler
Lauri Bahlman
Virginia Evans
Carolee Rickabaugh
Donna Campbell
Robert Clark
Brandon Wood
Madison Homich

David & Judith Nulf
David & Kathye Bailey
John & Candy Kerschen
Bruce & Carol Schnepp
Chris & Vicki Nelson

10/05
10/06
10/06
10/09
10/09
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/21

10/01
10/10
10/15
10/16
10/18

Norice Rasmussen
Beverly VanHoose
Toni Wenger
Emily Weller
Olivia Youmans
Vicki Nelson
Craig Weller
Peter Blinkilde
Zachary Cameron
William Davis
Michelle Fassett
Corla Morgan
Beverly Loding
Jennifer Loding

John & Lori Hostetler
Dr. Eugene & Connie Shatz
Ted & Nancy Kortes
Dr. Paul & Nancy Cooley

10/23
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/31
10/31

10/22
10/26
10/27
10/31

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.

Lois Edgar, Elaine Pendrick

Josh Januzelli

Connie Januzelli

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

Jack & Ingrid Waber,
Lori & John Hostetler

Brandon Wood

Donica Bignall

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

Carole Boyce

Nursery:

Coffee Maker: Linda VanSickle

Aaron Bates

Scott & Wendy Bates,
Eldon & Ann Lutz

Greeters:
Console:

Mark Wilkin

Leader:

October 21, 2018

Jennifer Frisbey

Derik Holmberg

Tom & Judy VanSyckle,
Steve & Amy Homich

Wendy Bates

Coffee Maker: Miranda Holmberg &
Tammy Youmans

Nursery:

Console:

Greeters:

Leader:

October 28, 2018

First United Methodist Church Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule

Coffee Maker: Judy VanSyckle &
Michele Waldbillig

Mari Wise

Leader:

October 14, 2018

Coffee Maker: Carole Boyce

Eric Januzelli

Leader:

October 7, 2018
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11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

8

11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

1

16

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - “Everybody
Always” Class

9

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Scouts
Court of Honor

2

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
5:00 pm - Homemakers
6:00 pm - Yoga
6:00 pm - Missions

17

10:00 AM UMW Meeting
12:00 pm - Staff meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga
7:00 pm - Flat River
Cooperative Parish
Meeting

10

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:30 pm - Stephen Minister
Meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga

3

25

10:00 am - Wood Carvers
10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

18

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

11

10:00 am - Wood Carvers
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

4

26

19

12

5

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Fri

First United Methodist Church ~ October 2018

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

15
8:00 am – Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - “Everybody
Always” Class

24

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

Thu

14
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

23

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
1:00 pm - Lois-Esther Circle
6:00 pm - Yoga

Wed

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups
2:00 pm - Midwest District
Conference @
Grand Rapids First UMC

22

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

31

Tue

21
11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle
7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

30

Mon

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

29

Sun

28

11:00 am - Charity
Needle Craft Circle

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga
6:00 - 8:00 pm - Trick or
Treat

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

6

Sat

4:30 pm - Emmaus
Potluck

13

20

27

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office
during business hours to let us know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave
their classrooms to let groups in.
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Office Hours
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS.
Please note: the church building is locked after office hours.
If you need to obtain access to the building after these hours,
please contact the church office prior to your event.
FUMC Event Scheduling:
If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office, 754-8532.
Submission Deadlines:
Please have any bulletin announcements into the church office by Wednesday.
Deadline For the November Connection is Thursday, October 25th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at office@greenvillefumc.org.

Christian Child Care Center News
Fall brings so many fun activities—picking out the perfect pumpkin, drinking
apple cider, watching the leaves change colors, and jumping in leaf piles.
We are a month into preschool and having a great year already. Our teachers
participate in many hours of professional development training each year to
learn new ideas and teaching strategies. The Mission’s Team generously
stepped forward when they heard some of our staff would be attending a
Children’s Ministry Training this month. Thank you for the donation to cover
the cost of this training!

Leslie Garrison, Director
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

ANNUAL UMW CANDY & BAKE SALE
The UMW will be having their annual Candy & Bake Sale
on Sunday, December 2. The chocolate covered cherries are going to
be made on Friday, November, 2, and help is needed, so come at
9:00 am for the fun! Also, be sure to mark your calendars to bake
goodies for the sale in December. We need ladies to roll the cherries,
and if anyone else wants to make candy of their own
(dip pretzels, etc), that's a good day to have help.

