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Dear Church Family,
I am still grieving that eleven members of the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburg were gunned down as they gathered to
worship God this past Saturday. I was talking with members of the
church on Sunday about what kinds of precautions we should be
taking as a congregation. A training given by the local police and
sheriff departments suggested that for safety we may want to limit the
number of access points to our building. They also shared that we
might want to consider having persons on Sunday morning who would
remain outside the sanctuary near the entrances to the sanctuary and
where our children are located. We may think that we are Greenville,
Michigan, and assume that nothing like that can happen around here.
I believe at this point we realize that this is not true.
When tragedy strikes the most common response is that we are
remembering people “in our thoughts and prayers.” Thoughts and
prayers are a place to begin. We can also support common sense
safety laws regarding guns and promote funding for mental health.
Most gun violence in our country is perpetrated by our own citizens on
our own citizens and many of them have mental health issues. We
can also challenge the hate speech that is on the rise. Just because
you do not see eye to eye with someone doesn’t mean that they are
evil. I’ve been impressed with the political ads by Debbie Stabenow
and John James. Neither campaign has set out to destroy the other
person or call them “dangerous” or “lying.” They just explain what they
are doing and want to do if they are given an opportunity to serve. I
want to see more of this.
Most of all we can continue to live and share the message of
Jesus who teaches us that our best life will come when we love God
with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love our neighbor as
we love ourselves. That means we love our Homeless neighbor, our
Muslim neighbor, our Black neighbor, our Gay neighbor, our White
neighbor, our Jewish neighbor, our Christian neighbor, our Atheist
neighbor, our Racist neighbor, our Addicted neighbor, and …. We
have a message and a mandate to live what we preach. To our
“thoughts and prayers” let us recommit ourselves to making disciples
of Jesus for the transformation of the world. Let us commit to grow a
loving community in Greenville as we gather, connect, learn and serve.

Pastor Don
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Through September 30, 2018
General Operational Giving:
$217,744
Other Operational Giving:
$ 34,377
Total Operational Income:
$252,121
Total Expenses
Operational Loss

$274,085
-$ 21,964

Winter 2019 Lay Servant Classes
Saturdays, January 12 and 26 (February 2 is alternate snow date) at
Cedar Springs UMC. The classes offered are:
BASIC (prerequisite for advanced coursework)
ADVANCED: Polity
ADVANCED: Come to the Table
ADVANCED: Personal Prayer
Lay Servant Classes are open to anyone regardless of the district in which your
church resides. The fee is $25 and includes class materials and lunch. You may
pay the $25 fee at the first class but you MUST register for your class either
online or paper. Registration deadline is December 15. Questions? Please contact Jody Pratt prattgji09@gmail.com, 616.292.4908. Registration process
questions? Please contact Liz at lbode@michiganumc.org, 616.459.4503.

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Nancy Banks
Ted VanLoo
Brian Smith
Micki Hess
Ruth Finkbeiner
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Rev. Ted Bailey

Chris Nelson
Don Peterman
Frank McLachlan
Donna Bissel
Stewart Larkin
Lois Edgar
Michelle Fassett

HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Jim Bullard
Nancy Clark

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the sympathy card which you sent for
my mother. The shock has faded, and we know she escaped a lot of ill
health and suffering. I have been in Grand Ledge every weekend to
help my Dad, but hope to be able to attend FUMC soon.
Sincerely,
Katy McDonough & Family

Dear FUMC Friends,
Thanks so much for the Love Letter
signed by so many of you! It was a real
day-brightener, which we are really needing
at this point. It is so wonderful to have
people who care.
Sincerely,

Stewart & Candy Larkin
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Stephen Minister Moment

Dear Church Family,
Did you know that during these beautiful, colorful days of Fall, there are people who
have a hard time seeing the beauty that surrounds them? Because they are hurting,
depressed or mourning a loss of some type, etc. That is where the body of Christ
comes in, to be the hands, eyes, feet and hearing of Jesus.
We are calling all saints of the church to pray about becoming a Stephen Minister.
We will be having a series of classes lasting a total of 50 hours as soon as we have at
least 5 or more people who can attend.
Being a Stephen Minister requires 1 hour per week of your time (if you would like to
spend a little more than that you can). It is very rewarding to see the change that
people will go through as the Love of Christ through you touches their life. Please
consider this ministry as we are in need of ministers to come forward.
Also there is a new day and time for our monthly Stephen Ministry meeting: The first
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. beginning November 6th.

Please see one of the Stephen Ministry leaders if you are interested in the classes,
or call the church office.
Yours in the service of the Lord,
Mari Wise, Barb Perry and Tammy Youmans

Mari Wise

Outreach & Missions
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Nick Springsteen is the new chair of the Missions Team. Carol Cole
has been fantastic the past several years doing this. With the extremely
capable members on this team we’ll do our best to continue to TURN
worlds UPSIDE DOWN! Please feel free to contact me if you have
suggestions for us.
Recently we’ve had the privilege to give money to a variety of worthy
places. First of all, $300 to Sleep in Heavenly Peace to build a bed for a
local child, $25 to our Compassion Child to help recognize her birthday,
$200 to CCCC to help pay for training, $125 to Matthew 25 Fund, $125 to
Randy’s House, $200 in support of Matt and Nora Vos, $200 supporting the
Shoebox project, and $300 toward Kids Against Hunger. All this made
possible by your giving!
Your continued caring toward the greater world changes lives in ways
we mostly won’t see. That’s called Faith.
Yoga Class for Beginners Offered
Join instructor Toni Wenger for Yoga Asana (poses) for beginners of all
ages. This practice involves synchronizing the breath with a progressive
series of postures resulting in improved circulation, a light and strong
body, and a calm mind. Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:15pm in Celebration
Hall. Please bring a yoga mat, a firm blanket, and wear comfortable
clothing. Optional props recommended: block(s) and a strap. Toni has been practicing
yoga for five years completing her 200 hour foundation yoga teacher training in the
spring of 2017. She wants to share her love for yoga with the community in hopes you
too will benefit from the wonders of yoga and love it as well. Contact Toni by email:
twenger@casair.net, or home number 989.831.5115.
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United Methodist Women
Deborah Circle is proud to announce their Annual
PIE AUCTION on Sunday, November 18th.
Come, bid on delicious, homemade pies of all varieties,
just in time for Thanksgiving! We are seeking donors of
homemade pies to make this event successful. If you would like to
donate a pie for the auction, please sign up on the sheet located in
Brotherhood Hall.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
CALLING ALL WOMEN: We have several interesting and fun events
in the planning stages! We are planning a Candy/Bake Sale for
December 2, 2018. Also, a Dinner Theater is coming to FUMC!!
January 26 & 27th we will present “Murder At the Pie Auction”, a
dinner theatre comedy murder mystery with audience participation.
Join us for our next meeting, SUNDAY, November 11 at 10:45 am.
The Gathering Place
Greenville 1st UMC Community Dinner
We are over whelmed with the outpouring of support we have received from
our congregation to help with The Gathering Place Community Dinner. We have most
all our positions filled but could use a couple more greeters and conversational guides.
We also NEED YOUR HELP in passing out FLIERS AND POSTERS around
town. We will have some available after church if you are interested and able to help
out.
We also invite you to join us in this new church adventure if you are free on
Wednesdays - November 7th, 14th, 28th & December 5th. A great way to get
acquainted with church friends and our community neighbors.
Many thanks,
Jane Duffey, Ruth Hansen, Kay Welch, & Heather Woodward

Missions News
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Help Feed the Hungry in Montcalm County
and the World
Package 20,000 high nutrition Kids Against Hunger meals (6 meals/bag) for
children and adults in need around the world and around the corner.

Saturday before Thanksgiving – November 17, 2018
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 9844 S. Greenville Road (M-91)
Sponsored by the Greenville Area Ministerial Association and Thrivent Financial.
Join us at this event! We welcome your Donation and your Time!
To sign-up or contribute, contact one of our Greenville area churches.
First Congregational Church – First United Methodist Church – St. Charles Catholic Church
Greenville Community Church – Mount Calvary Lutheran Church – St. Paul Lutheran Church
Calvary Baptist Church – First Church of God – Settlement Lutheran Church – St. Thomas Lutheran Church

Missionary Update from Paul Webster
Our missionary, Paul Webster, has accepted a new promotion with the General Board of
Global Ministries. He will now be in charge of working with U.S. United Methodist
Conferences and their Missions Committees to promote Agricultural Missions and Missionaries
in our Central conferences. The goal is to insure that our Agricultural Missionaries are well
supported for the daunting task of teaching Agriculture in their assigned countries and are helping
local communities to become more self-sufficient through Agriculture.
Great strides have been completed at the Mujila Falls Agriculture Centre and most of the
early goals of the project have been met. They have successfully introduced eggs to the local
diet and to a lesser extent, milk and yogurt. There is an increased availability of meat from
cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, rabbits, turkeys, ducks, and fish with the newly build fish ponds. He
asks that we continue to pray for this project as it continues to grow.
While he was saddened to be leaving Mujila he looks forward to continuing his ministry
with his new position. He expressed in his last correspondence “ I take as my inspiration the
Sermon on the Mount where Jesus stopped his preaching when he realized that the people were
hungry. He knew that people who are hungry have trouble learning and focusing on his
Theology. He saw to their bodily needs and afterwards they could focus on their Spiritual
needs. I hope I can do the same thing in my new position”
Please keep Paul and his family in prayers with his new position and for safe travels back
to the United States.
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November Birthdays
Pastor Ted Bailey
Cheryl Williams
Michelle Clark
Susan Ayres
Deborah Cameron
Dennis Petersen
Joseph Vos
KristenThomsen
Cindy Hill
Rhonda Falsetta
Julie Brown
Tracie Massar
Nancy Cooley
Jeff Ayres
Margaret Durga
Gary Baxter

11/02
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/05
11/06
11/06
11/08
11/09
11/10
11/10
11/10
11/11
11/11
11/12
11/13

Ethan Silverthorne
Cindy Raven
Ethan Silverthorne
Helen Breidinger
Bryan Kading
Jack F. Bailey
Sarah Dickinson
David York
David Nulf
Scott Lindquist
Ingrid Waber
Alvin Helms
Kay Welsch
Judy Sandie
David Hassan
Elaine Baxter

John and Chris Ritter
Art & Cindy Byington
Dewayne & Merrianne Baldner
Jeff & Susan Ayres
Brian & Karri Smith
Steve & Trish Lindeman
Walt & Betsy Stevens

11/15
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/20
11/22
11/24
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/27
11/28

11/06
11/15
11/18
11/18
11/21
11/24
11/29

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.

Lois Edgar, Elaine Pendrick

Josh Januzelli

Connie Januzelli

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

First United Methodist Church Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule

Coffee Maker: Judy VanSyckle &
Michele Waldbillig

Coffee Maker: Miranda Holmberg &
Tammy Youmans

Kim Weller

Nursery:

Jennifer Frisbey
Nursery:

Brandon Wood

Console:

Derik Holmberg
Console:

Coffee Maker: Linda VanSickle

Marty Posekany, Cheryl Williams,
Darwin & Marlys Noah

Tom & Judy VanSyckle,
Scott & Wendy Bates
Greeters:

Greeters:

Donica Bignall

Nursery:

Lori Hostetler
Leader:

November 25, 2018

Russ Harmelink

Aaron Bates

Chris & Vicki Nelson,
Bob & Carole Boyce

Greeters:
Console:

Nancy Cooley

Leader:

November 18, 2018

Leader:

November 11, 2018

Coffee Maker: Carole Boyce

Chuck Hill

Leader:

November 4, 2018

9

16

Fri

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

9:00 am - UMW Candy
Making Day

2

First United Methodist Church ~ November 2018
Thu

8

Wed

7

Tue

6

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

Mon

5

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga
6:00 pm - Community
Dinner

Sun
1

4
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
6:30 pm - Stephen Minister

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

4:00 pm - Dinner
Theatre Practice
5:30 pm - Optimist
Club Meeting
6:00 pm - Stephen
Minister Leader

15
10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

23

14
12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga
6:00 pm - Community
Dinner

22

CCCC & CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

13
8:00 am – Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

21

11:30 am - Community
Thanksgiving Meal

30

12

20

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

29

11

19

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

28

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

18 PIE AUCTION
4:00 pm - Dinner
Theatre Practice
5:30 pm - Optimist
Club Meeting

27

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups
10:30 am - UMW Meeting

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice

26

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

25

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

12:00 pm - Staff Meeting
6:00 pm - Yoga
6:00 pm - Community
Dinner

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

3

Sat

4:30 pm - Emmaus
Potluck

10

17

24

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office
during business hours to let us know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave
their classrooms to let groups in.
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Office Hours
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS.
Please note: the church building is locked after office hours.
If you need to obtain access to the building after these hours,
please contact the church office prior to your event.
FUMC Event Scheduling:
If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office, 754-8532.
Submission Deadlines:
Please have any bulletin announcements into the church office by Wednesday.
Deadline For the December Connection is Tuesday, November 27th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at office@greenvillefumc.org.

Christian Child Care Center News
We have so many things to be thankful for at CCCC! We have
happy children, caring teachers, a safe building, and cheerful
classrooms. CCCC will be closed on Thanksgiving and the following
day, to allow everyone some extra time to spend with their families.
Lifetouch will be here this month to capture the smiles of all our
beautiful children for fall pictures.
Happy Thanksgiving from CCCC!
Leslie Garrison
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

ANNUAL UMW CANDY & BAKE SALE
The UMW will be having their annual Candy & Bake Sale
on Sunday, December 2. The chocolate covered cherries are going to
be made on Friday, November, 2, and help is needed, so come at
9:00 am for the fun! Also, be sure to mark your calendars to bake
goodies for the sale in December. We need ladies to roll the cherries,
and if anyone else wants to make candy of their own
(dip pretzels, etc), that's a good day to have help.

