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Dear Church Family,
Many of you have asked about the meeting of the
General Conference of the United Methodist that happened
in late February in St. Louis, Missouri. A “General
Conference” is a meeting of representatives from United
Methodist churches all over the world. The General
Conference (of between 800-1,000 representatives) meets
every four years and their main task is to help make
decisions about how we will try to be faithful to our mission
of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.” This was a special session of the General
Conference called specifically to consider proposals
submitted by a committee to help the church come to terms
with differences of belief in the church about human
sexuality.
This meeting of the General Conference had three
proposals to consider. The two that came to the whole body
for a vote were The Traditional Plan and the One Church
Plan. Ultimately the Traditional Plan was approved by a
53% to 47% vote. Seventy percent of the representatives
from the United States would have preferred the One
Church Plan. The One Church Plan would have allowed
local churches, Districts, and Conferences to make
decisions about ordaining and assigning Gay and Lesbian
pastors to serve local churches. The plan would have
allowed pastors and churches to make choices as to
whether they would officiate and host weddings for Gay or
Lesbian couples. The current Book of Discipline (the United
Methodist rule book) does not allow those choices. People
who identify themselves as gay, lesbian, or transgender,
however, are welcome to be full members of United
Methodist congregations and are allowed to serve in
leadership positions in the local church. They can serve on
Continued on page 2
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Agencies. Under the current rules, however, practicing homosexuals cannot
become pastors or be assigned as pastors to serve local churches.
The decision of the General Conference has led to a lot of questioning and
pain for those in the LGBTQ community and those who believe that full inclusion
(including ordination) is a justice issue. Some local churches are having
conversations about leaving the denomination. Some pastors are trying to decide
whether they can continue to serve in a denomination that discriminates on the
basis of gender identification.
In early March the Bishop of the Michigan Area of the United Methodist
Church Rev. David Bard called for a meeting of all of the pastors of the Michigan
Area. We met for conversation and worship at the Midland First United Methodist
Church. We shared, we listened, we prayed, we disagreed, and we shared in Holy
Communion together. The Bishop encouraged us to not make any hasty
decisions, to pray, to take a deep breath, and to see where God’s Holy Spirit is
leading us as we move forward. On Sunday, March 10, I held a conversation with
members of the Greenville First congregation who wanted to gather after worship
in the sanctuary to discuss the issues surrounding the General Conference
decisions. I will offer another time of conversation in May after the Judicial Council
(the United Methodist equivalent of a Supreme Court) meets to decide if the
decisions of the General Conference were “constitutional” according to the
church’s Book of Discipline. In the mean time I invite you as well to take a deep
breath and pray for our church. Pray for those who have felt hurt and abandoned
by the church through the decisions that were made in St. Louis. Pray for our
leaders that they will help us share God’s love and grace for all people as we make
disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.
Pastor Don
****************************************************************************************************

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through February 28, 2018
General Operational Giving:
$ 42,549
Other Operational Giving:
$ 5,120
Total Operational Income:
$ 47,669
Total Expenses
Operational Loss

$ 60,346
-$ 12,677

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Nancy Banks
Ted VanLoo
Micki Hess
Ruth Finkbeiner
Harley & Linda VanHoose

HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Jim Bullard
Frank McLachlan
Bob VanHoose
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Rev. Ted Bailey
Tom Hallock
Dwight Wheelock
Chuck Hill
Bob VanHoose
Bernie Bow

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED
ETERNAL LIFE
Bob Schofield

Vanco Online Payment Users
If you currently make your contributions online through
the Vanco giving portal, please note that have discontinued
this service effective March 31st. We encourage those wishing to
contribute electronically to use Bill Pay through your bank.
This is an easy and fee free service and streamlines your support of our ministries!

All adults and youth are invited to a new small group
study each Sunday after church in the church office
covering different passages and topics from Paul's
letters to the Philippians and the Ephesians. Join us for
thought-provoking study and discussion as we learn and
apply to our lives this rich New Testament material!
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Leadership Board
Leadership Board Minutes for February 25, 2019

Attendance: Derik Holmberg, Pastor Kay Welsch, Cindy Hill, Chuck Hill, Eric Jauzelli,
Julie Brown, Pete Blinkilde, Linda Custer, Tammy Youmans, Pastor Don and Wendy
Bates Absent: Steve Homich, Alison Weller
Pastor Don opened the meeting by discussing D.R.E.A.M. For our church he suggested
the following meanings. It is hoped we can all begin to DREAM about the future of
FUMC in Greenville.
D Do What should our church do for Greenville in 2019.
R Reach Who should our church reach?
E Equip How should our church be equipped to do and reach?
A Attitude What should our church’s attitude be.
M Motivation How is our church motivated?
Meeting started with a Youth Update from Derik (on break from Dairy Queen)
The Youth are meeting every other Sunday. They begin with a 5-minute Bible study. Following Bible
Study the youth play various games. They are averaging 15 youth in attendance and growing. They
are trying to increase the middle school attendance.
Our Youth group would like a solid youth budget for snacks and supplies. Due to Safe Sanctuary
rules only certified adults can supervise. Pastor Don stated that we have a Youth budget and that he
will check the amount and report back. Derik and Julie will work to connect the youth Instagram
account to the website. Derik suggested a youth meeting with the Pastor to discuss finances and
other issues.
December 2018 Minutes were accepted as shared. No meeting was held in January due to the
weather
Old Business: The Dinner Theater brought in $2000.00 to be split between UMW and the Church.
Ruth Hansen’s proposal for a Dinner Theater for 2020 was approved. Several Fundraisers were
suggested. Pastor Kay suggested we invited members to sell items on Craig’s List and donated the
money to pay off the mortgage. Pastor Kay is looking for people to post items to Craig’s list. If
interested contact Pastor Kay Welsh.
Brotherhood Hall update: New lights and carpeting have been installed. People are hearing positive
comments regarding these changes. Next Step, painting the sidewalls, the designer suggested a shade
of green that coordinates with color palette. Acoustics are much better.
Children’s Ministry: Age appropriate Bibles were given away during service and were well received.
The children are using their new Bibles in class. The average attendance on Sunday morning ranges
for 7 to 14 students. VBS dates have not been set due to the unsettled school calendar. Scouts Blue
and Gold Banquet was very successful.
Church Staff Job Description Team: Rough Drafts have been shared by email. Team has not met.
Hospitality Team has met. Julie presented a letter to give to current Greeters and asked for input
from the Board. Current activity regarding Guests in worship: Pastor Don sends a personal note to
guests. Some guests, however, are unwilling to share contact information. Pastor Don encourages
that members get first and last names of guests so we can follow up.
Continued on page 5

Missions Minute
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SHOWER
A “shower” for the Sleep in Heavenly Peace also known as Build a Bed is the
spring/Easter project for our congregation from Missions. Previously our church
donated to make a bed for a child in Montcalm County. Now we can support
this with some material items. A pew in the sanctuary will be set aside as the
place to bring these new, white, microfiber items that fit a twin bed:

Pillows, pillow covers, fitted sheets, and sheets
We can turn the world of a child right side up!!
YOU CAN DONATE $ TOWARDS THIS AS WELL. Donations of either type will
be accepted starting……...now!

SHOEBOX RESULTS
FUMC sent in 69 shoeboxes just before Christmas. This was part of a flood of
over 10 million that went out to children worldwide!! From West Michigan over
30 thousand were generated. While we won’t know exactly how individual
kids were impacted, we can be certain that young lives are being transformed. Because of us, you. Following up on our part includes prayer and
thankfulness.

GIVING
In just the last two months your generous support of Missions has allowed us to
send over $1,000 to various places including most of our yearly support to our
missionary, Paul Webster. Simply amazing! Thanks!
Continued from page 4

Financial Update For 2018 we ended the year behind by about $28,000 in the General Fund. This
was made up by an undesignated bequest given from an estate. (This does not include the $30,000
we were unable to pay in ministry shares. (Ministry shares supports United Methodist missions and
ministry beyond the local church.)
Treasurer Eric Januzelli shared that giving has been effected by the poor weather this winter. Eric
wants to be honest and open with the Leadership Board regarding our current financial situation.
He suggested several ways church members could give including: automatic bill pay though their
personal banks and Amazon Smile. The team agreed to add a Venmo account to this list. It was
suggested that links to the various giving methods be added to our Website.
Pastor Don is speaking the Chemical Bank to consider possibilities to reduce our monthly mortgage
payments. (Weekly mortgage payments are $2,400)
New Business: Pastor Don is considering holding a Congregational information meeting to discuss:
-Church finances
-Review Vision and discuss ways for us to meet our vision in 2019
It was agreed that Pastor Don could design and schedule the meeting, as he feels comfortable.
Next meeting March 25, 2019 in the Conference Room at Greenville 1st UMC
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For the Beauty of the Earth
This beloved hymn was written in 1864 by Folliott Pierpont as
a poem after a walk he took in the country side one spring day.
It was set to music by Conrad Kocher, and in this book,
beautifully illustrated by Lucy Fleming. The words of the hymn
and the glories of the illustrations invite children to see God’s
love reflected in His Creation.

When Charlie Met Emma
by Amy Webb

Five year old Charlie loves playing with his friends, but he
sometimes gets teased by them for daydreaming and drawing more
than they do. However, when he meets Emma, who is physically
different, he needs help remembering that being different is OK.
This book includes some tips for parents when they read it to their
children.

Uri and the Busy Day
by Lucy Bell

Uri is overwhelmed by her noisy, messy friends, but she doesn’t
want to miss any of the fun. A prayer about resting helps her
take time out to calm down.

Porcupine’s Pie
by Laura Renauld
Porcupine helps her friends by
lending them butter & sugar &
flour. When she loses the
cranberries for her famous
Cranberry Pie, her friends help
her. Includes the recipe for the
Friendship Pie. Sounds yummy!

Search and Find
in the Bible
by Alexandre Roanne
Each of these short, favorite stories
from the Bible comes with a picture
of a dove and other objects for the
listeners to find in the illustrations.

Jo and the
Not-So-Little Lie
by Lucy Bell
Jo does things that upset his
friends - and then tells them it
wasn’t him. How to make it
right?

Stephen Ministers
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In the last Stephen Ministry column I wrote, I told about
what Stephen Ministers are and do. Here is what
Stephen Leaders are responsible for:
Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry in a congregation. They—
build awareness of Stephen Ministry within the congregation and community
recruit and train Stephen Ministers
meet with potential care receivers to assess their needs
match care receivers with Stephen Ministers
provide Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervision and continuing education
People learn to serve as Stephen Leaders by attending a Leader’s Training Course—
a one-week conference that introduces the resources used to lead Stephen Ministry,
develops key skills, and gets people excited about this caring ministry. Most congregations begin with two to four Stephen Leaders, typically including a pastor,
possibly another church staff person, and one or more lay leaders.
Thanks for your prayerful support!
Your Stephen Leaders,
Barb Perry, Mari Wise, and Tammy Youmans

Yoga Class for Beginners Offered
Join instructor Toni Wenger for Yoga Asana (poses) for beginners of all ages. This practice involves synchronizing the breath with a progressive series of postures resulting in
improved circulation, a light and strong body, and a calm mind. Wednesdays from 6:00
- 7:15pm in Celebration Hall. Please bring a yoga mat, a firm blanket, and wear comfortable clothing. Optional props recommended: block(s) and a strap. Toni has been
practicing yoga for five years completing her 200 hour foundation yoga teacher training in the spring of 2017. She wants to share her love
for yoga with the community in hopes you too will benefit from the
wonders of yoga and love it as well. Contact Toni by email: twenger@casair.net, or home number 989.831.5115.
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Community News
Montcalm Community Recovery Presents:
Building A Stronger Community
Saturday, April 13th
Greenville High School
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Recovery and Integrated Services of Care (RISC) is an
organization that supports individuals and their families in
recovery from substance abuse in Montcalm County.
Membership is made up of representatives from the recovery
community, the court system, substance use treatment
agencies and local churches. Funding is provided by Mid-State
Health Network. Areas of focus were identified to establish as
many pathways as necessary to achieve substance abuse
disorder recovery.
This seminar will feature three dynamic presentations
about trauma, ACE’s ((Adverse Childhood Experiences),
addictions and recovery.
Ruth Rondon was a victim to human trafficking as a
teenager, living on the streets for 18 years beyond the
reach of those who loved her. She escaped and vowed to
be a victim no more.
Judge Linda Davis saw first hand when a child suffers from
addiction and the broken system. She was moved to take
action to change the stigma of addiction and how those
suffering are treated.
Esther Combs is part of the Montcalm County Trauma
Team and The Alternative Counseling Services. She is
passionate about resiliency, the skills we do have and the
attitudes of optimism and hope.
You are invited to attend this free seminar, and registration
is recommended. Please contact John Kroneck to register or
further information:

johnkroneck@cherryhealth.com or 989-831-4591

Children’s Ministry
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We continue to grow in Children’s Ministry. We are using Sparkhouse Rotation Model. Each week a different area is explored in
relation to the Bible Story, Art, Science, Bible Skills and Games,
Cooking, Video and Music.
We have been learning about trusting in God in all ways as we
have read about Jesus walking on water and helping Peter in his lack
of trust. We will begin learning about Holy Week and Easter.
We have begun using and exploring our new Bibles. The older
students
are learning how many books are in the Bible and how to find a particular story. “Just what are those big numbers and the smaller
ones – what do they mean?” They enjoy helping each other find the
verses. The younger students are learning how their Bible Stories
are paraphrased but still very similar to the other Bibles.
Planning is on going for Vacation Bible School.
This year’s theme is Power Up - Charge up your
Game. Watch for updates……
Children’s Ministry needs volunteers - please consider volunteering to
work with a great team and some very precious children.
Our Scouting program continues to grow.

If you would like to help in either of these exciting ministries talk with:
Cindy Hill, Children’s Ministry Coordinator. 616-894-4730, cjohill@gmail.com
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April Birthdays
Darwin Noah
Jean Hudson
Ryan Wenger
Walt Stevens
Miranda Holmberg
Micki Hess
Darla DeYoung
Dona Bissell
Steven Thomsen
William Dickinson
Judy VanSyckle
Elizabeth Campbell
Nancy Wilson
Ryan Timiney
Matthew Ray
Caitey Cameron
Darrell Rickabaugh
Mackenzie VanHoose
Oliver Larsen
Dorothy Christiansen

04/01
04/03
04/03
04/04
04/06
04/07
04/07
04/07
04/07
04/08
04/10
04/11
04/11
04/12
04/14
04/14
04/16
04/17
04/17
04/19

Larry & Barb Parker
Jeff & Jennifer Loding
Phil & Michelle Fassett
Keith & Jean Hudson
Chris & Tamara Larsen

Roger Betten
Jonathan Vos-Larned
Suzanne Tucker
Linda VanHoose
Tyler Rasmussen
Sally Armstrong
Kris Swindell
Lee VanHoose
David Bailey
Marvin Evans
Robert Knapp
Peter Januzelli
Louis Durga
Michael Campbell
Amy Homich
Derik Holmberg
Connie Shatz
Mark Sharp
Ruth Finkbeiner

04/19
04/19
04/20
04/20
04/20
04/21
04/21
04/22
04/23
04/24
04/26
04/26
04/27
04/27
04/27
04/27
04/28
04/29
04/30

04/12
04/20
04/25
04/25
04/28

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.

Elaine Pendrick, Lois Edgar

Alison Weller

Kim Weller

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

John & Lori Hostetler,
Todd & Miranda Holmberg

Josh Januzelli

Connie Januzelli

Greeters:

Console:

Nursery:

Coffee Maker: Judy VanSyckle &
Michele Waldbillig

Eric Januzelli

Leader:

Palm Sunday

April 14, 2019

Coffee Maker: Linda VanSickle

Scott Bates

Leader:

April 7, 2019

Aaron Bates
Jan Lamborne

Console:
Nursery:
Coffee Maker: No Coffee Hour

Steve & Amy Homich,
Eldon & Ann Lutz

John Raven

Greeters:

Leader:

Easter Sunday

April 21, 2019

Carole Boyce

First United
Methodist Church
Sunday Morning
Ministry Schedule

Coffee Maker: Miranda Holmberg &
Tammy Youmans

Nursery:

Olivia Youmans

Cheryl Williams, Barb Schuster,
Chris & Vicki Nelson
Greeters:
Console:

Dr. Pete Blinkilde
Leader:

April 28, 2019

First United Methodist Church ~ April 2019
3

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

4

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

12

Fri

2
1:00 PM How to Be a
Disciple, a Lenten Study
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

11

Thu

10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
1:00 pm - Understanding
Our Emotional Intelligence
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
6:30 pm - Stephen
Ministers Meeting
7:00 pm - Spiritual Gifts

10

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

19 Good Friday

Wed

1

9

10:00 am - UMW Meeting Rummage Sale Prep
1:00 PM How to Be a
Disciple, a Lenten Study
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

18 Maundy Thursday

Tue

5:30 pm - Optimist Club
Meeting

10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
1:00 pm - Understanding
Our Emotional Intelligence
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
6:30 pm - Stephen
Minister Leader Meeting

17

1:00 pm - Community
Good Friday Service @
Congregational Church

Mon

8

16

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

26

Sun

15

1:00 PM How to Be a
Disciple, a Lenten Study
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

25

5

9:00 am - Staff Meeting

10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
1:00 pm - Understanding
Our Emotional Intelligence
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
6:00 pm - Missions
Meeting

24

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

14 Palm Sunday

23

1:00 pm - Esther-Lois Circle
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

10:00 pm - Rummage Sale
Set Up
10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

7

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups
6:00 pm - Youth Group

22

10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
1:00 pm - Understanding
Our Emotional Intelligence
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

9:00 - 3:00
UMW Rummage Sale

UMH Volunteer
Luncheon

21 Easter

7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

30

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups

29

28
9:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:45 am - Small Groups
6:00 pm - Youth Group

10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
1:00 pm - Understanding
Our Emotional Intelligence
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

6

Sat

4:30 pm - Emmaus
Potluck

13

20

27

9:00 - 12:00
UMW Rummage Sale
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Office Hours
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
CLOSED ON FRIDAYS.
Please note: the church building is locked after office hours.
If you need to obtain access to the building after these hours,
please contact the church office prior to your event.
FUMC Event Scheduling:
If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office, 754-8532.
Submission Deadlines:
Please have any bulletin announcements into the church office by Wednesday.
Deadline For the May Connection is Monday, April 25th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at office@greenvillefumc.org.

Attention Middle and High School Students!!
Would you like to be a part of worship on
Sunday mornings? Join the team! You can learn
to help with the audio and visual console
during service, providing everyone in the church
and on the website a great worship experience.
Please let the office know if you are interested:
616.754.8532 or office@greenvillefumc.org
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

Spring Rummage & Bake Sale
The Spring Rummage Sale will be held on
Friday, April 26th and Saturday, April 27th!
Start cleaning out those closets and gathering your
gently used clothing and household items to donate to this event.
We will also accept home made baked goods to sell!
Items for the sale may be brought in beginning
Monday, April 22nd, and placed in the hallway alongside the kitchen.

