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Podcast of sermon
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Dear Church Family,
I began last month’s newsletter letter with this paragraph, and it is as relevant now as
it was then. Thank you for doing all that you can to keep others safe and in this time of crisis
genuinely loving your neighbors as you love yourselves. You may be hearing all kinds of
information about what is happening in our world right now. There are people who will look
to take advantage of others during this critical time. I was given some good advice
yesterday. When it comes to Covid-19 get your information from the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC). Our older family members
and friends are particularly vulnerable. Be careful because unfortunately there are people
more concerned about money than they are human life. I wish it were not so, but it is.
Be careful, be safe, and care for one another.
We know now that our building will not be open until at least May 15 and likely longer
as we respond to the life-threatening effects of this virus. So many plans have been
canceled and postponed. Some activities will happen later. Other opportunities for
gathering or celebrating are lost with the pandemic. Things are not turning out as we hoped
or planned. As we support and encourage each other I want to invite you to think about
how we are all in this together, but we are not experiencing the same thing together. One
analogy that helps me is to think of a storm. We are all experiencing the same storm, but
we are not all in the same boat. Some of us have a boat with a motor and we have plenty of
fuel. Others are in row boats just trying to stay afloat. Some of us are in sailboats and we
can adjust our sails depending on which may the wind blows. Others of us are in boats that
are at the mercy of the wind and waves. Some of us are on boats that have a cabin to
protect us from the rain. Others of us are exposed to whatever might fall from the skies.
Some of us are retired or have a job and have a regular income. Others of us were living
paycheck to paycheck and now we have no paycheck. Some of us have healthcare and
others of us are praying that we do not get sick. We are all in this storm together, but we
are not all in the same boat.
Our vision as a congregation is to grow a loving community as we gather, connect,
learn, and serve. The definition of what “gather,” “connect,” and “learn” have changed
significantly over the last six weeks. What has not changed as much is the opportunity that
we still have to serve. As you are able reach out to your neighbors and reach out to each
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other. Something as simple as a phone call can help someone make it through another
day of staying at home. Share your resources. If you have found something helpful let
others know about what has helped you. If you have food to spare, share it. Send
someone a note and let them know that you are praying for them. When you are out and
you go into a “closed in” space, wear a mask. You may not think that you need a mask,
but you do not know the needs of those you will encounter. I walked into a restaurant
today to pick up a to go order. When I got inside, I saw that the employees were wearing
masks. I was just running in and I forgot to put my mask on. I realized that they were
taking action to protect me. The least I could do was do the same for them. I will get
better at this. I hope you will too.
Members of our sister church, City Church of Greenville have been taking food to
about forty families in need in the Greenville area. If you can help, they have been
collecting non-perishable items on Monday mornings on a table under the drive through
canopy on the west side of our building at 204 W. Cass Street in Greenville. The food truck
at Greenville High School is not on the United Way May schedule, but this may change.
I will get the word out if things change.
Thank you to our church staff who continue to work limited hours to help keep our
building ready for when we can reopen. Be thinking about what things we will need to
have in place for you to feel safe to return. Please pray for the ministry of our Christian
Child Care Center, its director Leslie, and staff. The Center is currently closed. The staff
has applied for unemployment. The church has applied for a Paycheck Protection loan
(that can become a grant) to see if we can help. Thank you for your continued prayer and
financial support of our ministry in Greenville. We will find our way through this storm
together. Be prepared to throw a lifeline to those in need as you are able. And do not
forget that we are not in this storm alone. God has given us each other and God is with
us. The world looks different than it did six weeks ago. The world will be different when
the wind and the waves of this pandemic calm. Be safe, wash your hands, disinfect
surfaces, keep a safe social distance, and wear a mask. These are some of the unusual
ways that we can love God as we love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Hope to see
you soon.

Pastor Don

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Gary Baxter
Ted VanLoo
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Dorothy Sampson
Judy Leach
Neil Sergent
Patty Kohn
Judy Maxim

HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Neil Sergent
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Ruth Finkbeiner
Dewayne Baldner
Marty Davis
Donna Corder
Betty Knapp
Bob Knapp
Janet Ralph Warnshuis

THOSE WHO HAVE CLAIMED
ETERNAL LIFE
Betty Jardot
Rev. George Fleming

Contribute Online!
Online contributions are now available on our website!

If you are interested in giving electronically to FUMC,
simply go to http://greenvillefumc.org/, click on GIVE at
the top of the home page, and you will be directed to the
contributions page, pictured to the right.
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Sun
Please Note: Calendar
activities are subject to the
Michigan governor’s stay
at home mandate in
response to the coronavirus
and COVID-19. FUMC
remains closed until further
notice.
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9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

10 Mother’s Day
9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

17
9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

24 / 31
9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

4

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Young at Heart
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

12

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Young at Heart
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

5

20

6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

13

6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga
6:00 pm - St. Minister
Leader Meeting
6:30 pm - Stephen
Ministers Meeting

6

10:30 am - Bible Study

21

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

14

10:30 am - Bible Study
6:30 pm - Choir Practice

7

Thu

19

6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

28

Wed

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Young at Heart
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

27

Tue

26

12:00 pm - Esther-Lois
Circle
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

29

22

15

8
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CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Fri

First United Methodist Church ~ May 2020
Mon

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

111

18
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

25 Memorial Day
CCCC & Church
Office Closed

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:00 am - Young at Heart
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

2

9

16

23

30

Sat

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office during business hours to let us know. Many
people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave their classrooms to let groups in.
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May Birthdays
Lauryn Hill
Richard VanHoose
Judy Jardot
Tom VanSyckle
Mary Sharp
O'Malley Bosanic
Colby Legg
Mari Wise
Mary Kate McDonough
Wanda Meyer
Betty York
A. J. Gunn
Kirk Perry
Beth Legg

Matt & Ashley Ray
Richard & Nora Godfrey
Steve & Sandy Wood
Lee & Barb VanHoose
Ron & Darla DeYoung

05/03
05/04
05/05
05/06
05/06
05/07
05/07
05/10
05/10
05/11
05/11
05/11
05/12
05/12

05/10
05/17
05/19
05/19
05/22

Rachel Bahlman
Cheryl Springsteen
Ashley Ray
Carol Harder
Dr. Paul Cooley
Janice Wheelock
Theresa Thomsen
Sarah Fassett
John Thorlund
Ted VanLoo
Wendy Bates
John Raven
Jocelyn Holmberg

05/12
05/13
05/17
05/22
05/25
05/26
05/26
05/26
05/27
05/28
05/28
05/29
05/29

Jerry & Gloria Wesche
Joe & Valerie Vos
Fran & Nancy Wilson
Eric & Dr. Connie Januzelli
Darwin & Marlys Noah

05/25
05/26
05/26
05/29
05/30

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.
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A message from Michigan Area Bishop David Alan Bard
Dear friends in Christ, I greet you in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the peace and power of the Holy Spirit.
Echoing again the words of Paul, “ I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for you, because of your sharing in the work of the gospel from the first day until now.”
Thank you, Michigan United Methodists for your patience, your persistence, your energy, your creativity in being the church
in ministry for Jesus Christ in the face of the coronavirus pandemic. Thank you to the Michigan Conference district
superintendents and staff for your tireless work in supporting local churches and pastors in their ministry. To you all, your work brings
me joy in this tremendously difficult time.
In mid-March, when I first asked us to refrain from in-person gatherings, including worship, who could have known we
would be here as April comes to an end. In Michigan over 38,000 people have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and we’ve lost
over 3,400 of our fellow Michiganders. The African-American community has been hit particularly hard, as have the elderly.
In late-March I told you when we next were able to gather, I would declare it to be Easter, but honestly coming back together
will be more like the raising of Lazarus, slow, awkward, aching, a strange mixture of joy and tears. By week’s end the
Michigan Conference will provide a set of questions for us all to consider as we think about coming together again. Next week we will
share a more detailed resource on re-opening. This time between now and May 15, when I’ve asked us to continue to refrain from
in-person gatherings, should be used to consider important plans for returning to church buildings for gatherings and activities.

In addition to providing guidelines for churches, the Michigan Conference continues to look at options for Annual
Conference 2020, and announcements about this are coming soon.
Friends, we have and are giving up a lot. I miss not being with you in your churches. I miss the simple gifts of a handshake or
hug, and I grieve that such gifts will have to wait even longer. This is such a time of grief and sorrow, and for many the grief is
profound. I am also moved by you, the United Methodist Church in Michigan. We are giving up a lot. The very idea of “church”
conjures up in our imaginations gathering together. We are giving up a lot, but self-giving is part of our identity as followers of Jesus,
who emptied himself, who gave of himself. We stay home, not only for our own health, but for the well-being of others. We will wear
masks, awkward as that may be, out of love and concern for others.
Easter came and it is still a way off, but we remain Easter people. Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song. Every

day we proclaim in our self-giving, in our loving, the resurrection, the ultimate triumph of grace, kindness and love. It is an honor to
be Easter people with you. Thank you.
Thank you. Be well. Know God is with you.

David Alan Bard
Michigan Area Bishop

