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Hello Greenville 1st Church Family,
I have a calendar on my phone. I have set up recurring activities and
reminders for those things that happen weekly or monthly or yearly. As the
pandemic has significantly reshaped our schedules, I thought I might delete those
recurring items, so I wasn’t reminded of all of those things that I was missing. Some
months ago, Homer Schrader from our congregation started asking me how many
sermons I had left. I kept telling him that I didn’t know or that I hadn’t started
counting yet. Well Homer, the answer is three. I also realize that I am writing the
last newsletter letter as your pastor. I could start to look at these as more things that
I will be missing. More opportunities that I will no longer have.
Instead I am choosing to look at these to remind me of all the opportunities I
have had over the last 38 years. Opportunities that I have had because of people
like you and a denomination that has provided the opportunity to serve six different
congregations in five different appointments (assignments). One of the reasons I
chose to be a United Methodist was the freedom to speak from the heart under the
guidance of the Scripture and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. I have loved the
opportunity to watch people grow in their life and faith and the opportunity to
celebrate when someone finally “gets it.” They understand that the Gospel really is
Good News. They understand that they are absolutely loved by God and there is
nothing that they can do about it but accept it. When we know that we are loved it is
easier to genuinely love others. Many of you have helped me grow in this love and
understanding too!
You have some exciting days ahead as a congregation as you love our
neighbors together with the City Church Greenville congregation. I will be watching
from afar, praying for you, and cheering you on as you move toward the new future
that God has for you. In the months and years ahead, I know that I will be hearing
about the amazing things God is doing through this partnership. Thank you for your
love, support, and patience as we have journeyed through these last six years
together. I am hoping that we will see each other again and be able to talk to each
other about all that God has done and is doing in our lives, our families, and our
churches. I move knowing that you are in good hands with Pastor Jeff and Bev.
They will be a blessing to you, and I know that you will be a blessing to them.
Grace and Peace to you now more than ever,
Pastor Don and Shelly
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Stephen Ministry

Dear Church Family,
How are you doing during this strange time of quarantine? Are you getting lots of home
projects done? Doing more cooking and baking? Helping kids with schoolwork? Getting
outside for some fresh air and exercise? Or watching more movies and TV shows?
Whatever you’re doing to pass the time, I’m sure it’s not what you’re used to doing (unless
you’re an essential front-line worker and WE THANK YOU’!!).
If you are feeling confined and have cabin fever or other issues, we Stephen Ministers can’t
meet with you in person right now but we are available to talk on the phone, e-mail, or text
with you. It is very confidential, as usual, and it can be very short term or longer - as you
wish. Please let one of us know if you’d like to talk. You can leave a message at church or
e-mail me at grandmadaisybarb@icloud.com .
Here’s a prayer from our national Stephen Ministry website that we can use now:
Prayer
Lord God, the Scriptures say that when we call, you answer. You are always there for us,
hearing and responding to every thought and every need. Thank you for the privilege and
power of providing in-person care, as well as for ways to stay connected when we can’t be
physically present. Guide us during this unique time, helping us exercise wisdom and
discernment in using the communication tools available today. Amen.
Blessings, Barb Perry, Stephen Leader

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Wilma Larson
Corla Morgan
Neil Sergent

Gary Baxter
Ted VanLoo
Harley & Linda VanHoose
Dorothy Sampson
Judy Leach
Neil Sergent
Patty Kohn
Judy Maxim
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Ruth Finkbeiner
Dewayne Baldner
Marty Davis
Donna Corder
Betty Knapp
Bob Knapp
Janet Ralph Warnshuis
Cindy Hill

To Our Church Family,
We wish to thank you all for the love and support we received during
our recent illnesses. We are recovering and feeling much better. The many
prayers, well wishes, cards, and calls really made a difference in our
recovery. They are much appreciated. We also wish to thank you for the
80th Birthday cards!
Blessings to all.
Bob & Betty Knapp
A message from Michigan Area Bishop David Alan Bard
Dear Friends in Christ in the Michigan United Methodist Church,
Thank you for being who you are in ministry for Jesus Christ in this challenging time. Thank you
for your creativity, your good spirit, your care for each other, and the wider public.
My heart is heavy as I think about lives disrupted by the sickness, death, and disruption created
by the coronavirus pandemic. I cannot help but think that we should be gathering at Annual
Conference May 28-31, we will not. I grieve. I miss not being with you. I will miss handshakes
and hugs and photos. I will miss worshipping with you and doing our shared work. We would
have celebrated ordination and commissioning on Pentecost Sunday, a true rejoicing in the Spirit,
but we will not.
Take a moment to listen to these Scriptures about Pentecost. “But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth…. When the day of Pentecost has come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven, there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”
Continued on page 6
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Sun
4

9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

14
9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

15
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

26

19

12

5

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

Fri

First United Methodist Church ~ June 2020
3

10:30 am - Bible Study

Thu

2
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

11

Wed

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts

10

10:30 am - Bible Study

Tue

9

6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

18

Mon

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

17

10:30 am - Bible Study
12:00 - Parkinson’s
Support Group

1

16

10:00 AM UMW Meeting
6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

25

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class
6:30 pm - Stephen Ministers
Leader Meeting

24

10:30 am - Bible Study

Please Note: Calendar
activities are subject to the
Michigan governor’s stay
at home mandate in
response to the coronavirus
and COVID-19. FUMC
remains closed until further
notice.

23

6:00 pm - Beginners Yoga

8

22

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

7

21 Father’s Day
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

30

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

29
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - Parkinson’s
Exercise Class

28
9:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Praise ’N Rejoice
10:15 am - Small Groups
10:45 am - City Church
Service

6

13

20

27

Sat

12:00 PM - Olivia
Youman’s Open House

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office during business hours to let us know. Many
people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave their classrooms to let groups in.
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June Birthdays
Caryl Hackett
Karen Blumberg
Megan Ayres
Jennifer Frisbey
Ava Ward
Del Tucker
Dan Sandie
West Ely
Candy Larkin
Eleanor Budge
Lane Byington
Karri Smith
Clarice Thorlund
Kathy O'Donald
Dylan Bates
Judy Maxim

06/02
06/03
06/03
06/04
06/05
06/07
06/07
06/07
06/10
06/14
06/14
06/15
06/18
06/19
06/19
06/20

Chuck & Cindy Hill
Mark & Mary Sharp
Richard & Elaine Pendrick
Jeff & Julie Brown
Ron & Valerie Dudzik
Craig & Kim Weller

Carol VanLoo
Matt Custer
Alexa Ward
Judy Shrader
Alex Ely
Lois Edgar
Valerie Vos
Jake Januzelli
Cheryl Bailey
Art Byington
Judy Kading
Karin Blinkilde
Krista Hurst
Barb Perry
Chris Legg
Katie Hostetler

06/08
06/09
06/09
06/09
06/09
06/12

06/21
06/21
06/22
06/22
06/23
06/24
06/24
06/25
06/26
06/26
06/27
06/27
06/27
06/28
06/28
06/29

Russel & Kathleen Harmelink
Del & Sue Tucker
Chris & Virginia Curtis
Ted & Carol VanLoo
Bill & Chris Slating
John & Ingrid Waber

06/16
06/17
06/20
06/23
06/28
06/29

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.
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A message from Michigan Area Bishop David Alan Bard

continued from page 3

Pentecost Sunday is May 31. It marks the end of the church season of Easter. Yet, for many of us,
we feel as if we are still waiting to celebrate Easter with the kind of joy and enthusiasm we would like
to express. Nevertheless, the change of church seasons is happening.
We are also experiencing a change of seasons as we continue to live with the coronavirus and
COVID-19. We are moving from direct appeals to refrain from in-person gatherings at our churches
to increasing opportunities to
gather together. Let me offer a few thoughts.
We have already been learning to speak in tongues: ZOOM, Skype, PayPal, Go-to-Meeting, Google
Chat, YouTube – speaking in tongues. Social distancing, mitigation, flatten the curve, face coverings
– speaking in tongues. You have found ways in the midst of this all to worship together, to pray together, to learn together, to minister to others together, to be witnesses together. All that without necessarily gathering together, or when you do, gathering with masks and keeping your distance. God’s
Spirit has been swooping, whooshing, descending, offering us the power to witness in new and
unique ways. Keep it up. Even as we might be able to gather more in person, don’t leave behind
such speaking in tongues, such new ways to connect and minister in the name of Jesus and the power of the Spirit. Some have been just waiting to hear the good news of God’s love in such
ways. More are waiting still. Those who should not return to in-person gatherings for a while due to
their health still want to hear the good news.
Even as we enter this new season, remember that re-opening does not and cannot mean opening
again as if there is no virus. We cannot go back to a time before COVID. As we re-open our buildings for gathering attend thoughtfully and carefully to public health, the common good, and the wellbeing of others. The Michigan Conference
issued a principles and directions document last week that can also be found on our website. It contains our best thinking to date about what re-opening might look like for our churches. I commend it
to you and commend the other resources on our webpage. In this season of Pentecost, we need the
gift of discernment in each of our
ministry settings to determine how and when and in what ways to re-open our buildings as tools for
ministry. We need the fruit of the Spirit that is patience as we make our way into the future together. While I am always willing to offer my best thinking as part of your discernment, we are entering a
season where decisions need to be made more locally. Again, keep public health, the common good,
and the well-being of others uppermost. In the words of Paul, “let all that you do be done in love” (I
Corinthians 16:14).
Finally, in this season of continuing to speak in tongues, in this season of discernment and patience, I
implore you not to let your decisions about opening your facilities be influenced by politics. In other
words, written by Paul, “do not be conformed to this world” (Romans 12:2). Don’t be conformed to
this world by letting decisions about how to re-open church buildings be decisions about the President
or the Governor or any political affiliation. Public health, the common good, the well-being of others,
patience, love. Let those guide you as we move forward in the Spirit together, as we in the power of
the Spirit witness to God’s love in Jesus Christ.
The peace, power, wisdom, and patience of the Spirit be with you all.
Grace and peace,

David Alan Bard
Michigan Area Bishop

