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Peace of Mind in Christ
From September 26 through November 21 I will be preaching on mental health in a series
called Peace of Mind in Christ. The anchor verse is Philippians 4:7.
The late preaching professor and author, Fred Craddock wrote: "The peace which the church
can know, the sense that all is well, does not have its source within -- there is dissension -- nor
without -- there is opposition but in God. In a striking paradox, Paul describes this peace with a
military term: The peace of God 'will stand sentry watch' over your hearts and
minds" (Craddock, Philippians, 72).
With the peace of God keeping or guarding our hearts and minds in Christ, caring for our
mental health is an act of loving God.
He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind’ (Matthew 22:37).
Caring for our mental health is something we do with God's help and it is a great struggle.
One-third of years lived with disability worldwide are due to mental illness, making
mental ill-health by far the leading cause of disability. If we are for tunate enough not to
experience mental illness ourselves, we all have friends, family and colleagues who do (Isabelle
Hamley, Christopher C. H. Cook, The Bible and Mental Health: Towards a Biblical Theology
of Mental Health, xvi).
According to the World Health Organization, mental health may be defined as ‘a state of wellbeing in which the individual realizes his or her own abilities, can cope with the normal stresses
of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to his or her
community’ (The Bible and Mental Health: Towards a Biblical Theology of Mental Health, 54).
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For people of faith, that state of well-being or peace of mind is found in the grace,
forgiveness, and love of God in Jesus Christ.
We approach mental health care with the perspective that it’s not a simple fix, it’s not a
single prayer, it’s not a solitary procedure. It involves a living relationship with God, our
neighbors, ourselves, and the Bible. The stigma of mental illness was addressed by Kevin
Fisher:
Mental illness is a medical diagnosis, not a personal weakness. (Kevin Fisher, Executive
Director of the National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) — Michigan Chapter)
In this series, we will seek to encourage each other to think in healthy ways about ourselves,
to "Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has
given us" (Romans 12:3; New Living Translation). This means that we discover or return to
the faith that God loves us, God has gifted us with faith, and God has started a good thing in
us that can continue to grow.
In the verse that follows our anchor verse for the series, the apostle Paul writes, "Finally,
beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things" (Philippians 4:8).
We approach mental health care with the call to remember to take account of these things,
make sure they are included in an account of our conditions and situations and put them
alongside our mental struggles to fill out the picture of ourselves and the world.
And we remember that we belong to God and are connected to one another as we seek peace
of mind in Christ. We care for our mental health in the context of supportive communities.
We were not meant to do this alone.
Peace, Pastor Jeff
jeffwrev@gmail.com
269-944-9231
Pastor’s Weekly Bible Study
Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30. We will delve into the words of scripture. We meet in-person
in the Bailey Conference room. You may also join us through Zoom Meeting. We look forward for the
opportunity to discuss and learn from each other.
Pastor Jeff
The Zoom link is: Thursday Bible Study

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
HOMEBOUND
Phyllis Crawford
Corla Morgan
Neil Sergent
Bill Delp
Harley VanHoose
Marty Davis

Ted VanLoo
Bob Knapp
Liz Campbell
Bud Zayler
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Ron DeYoung
Rory Frisbey
Sally Armstrong
Betty Dentel

THOSE WHO HAVE
CLAIMED ETERNAL LIFE
Thomas & Karoll Dentel

To Our Church Family
Our family is very grateful for your prayers and support during Cindy’s time
with Covid. She is doing much better. Last Sunday they moved her to Mary Free
Bed where she has receive 7-8 hours of Therapy for the last week. She will be
coming home shortly and will have in house and out patient therapy for sometime.
We did feel God’s presents and support doing her hospital stay. It was
comforting to know you were with us and behind us in prayer. It has been a long
journey, we have all appreciated your constant support.
With Thankfulness hearts,
Bob & Ruth Hansen
Joel & Linda Van Houten
Chris & Nancy Hansen
David & Cindy Ellis
Sunday Small Group Bible Study and Discussion
Adult Faith Connections Bible is a Bible study exposition written by pastors, leaders,
and scholars to help group members go deeper in God's Word during and after the lesson.
Each week, group members will gain a greater understanding of the focus passage, as well
as have the opportunity to answer reflective questions to help them take time to consider the
message of that week's session. In this unit, as we study the book of Genesis, we will look at
how God has been at work in the lives of people from the very beginning. Through this study,
we will discover His plans and purposes for creation and for our lives. Then we will move to
The Patriarchs. We will continue to see how God was at work in the lives of those who
opened themselves up to His leading. Join us Sunday after the 9:15 am worship service in the
Bailey Conference room. Please contact Pastor Jeff if you would like to join through Zoom.
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Stephen Ministry

Happy Fall, Church Family! We Stephen Ministers are anxious to get another Stephen
Ministry Training Class going so we can reach more people in need of a Christian Friend to
walk alongside them during a difficult time in their life!
There are many benefits of being a Stephen Minister, among them the joy and satisfaction
of participating in meaningful ministry and of serving Jesus. There is also the friendship
and support of the Christian Community they develop in the 50 hours of training sessions.
You will also experience personal growth through this training and service, including
lifelong friendships. Please pray about this and let Pastor Jeff, Tammy Youmans, or Barb
Perry know that you’d love to join us!
Our next Stephen Ministry Monthly meeting will be Wednesday, October 6, at 6:30 in the
Conference Room. Tammy is working on another great book study that will help us in our
Caregiving. Please plan to join us, Stephen Ministers!
Blessings,
Barb Perry
Stephen Leader

NEW ONLINE GIVING OPTION AVAILABLE
Greenville First United Methodist Church now offers an easy, convenient,
and quick way for anyone to make a contribution!
Just click on the GIVE tab at the top of the homepage
at https://greenvillefumc.org/ ,
pictured to the left. This will
take you to the Giving page. You
simply click on the blue “Give
Now” button as pictured below,
and you just answer a few easy prompts, such as a one time
gift, weekly, monthly, etc., and you will be done! Please let
us know if you have any questions.
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Leadership Board
Leadership Board Recordings
August 23, 2021

Members Present: Wendy Bates, Julie Brown, Chuck Hill, Cindy Hill, Steve Homich, Eric Januzelli, Jeff Loding, Chris Nelson, Tammy Youmans, Pastor Jeff Williams, Pastor Tim and Marcy Simon
Members Absent: Linda Custer, Derik Holmberg, John Raven, Alison Weller, Pastor Kay Welsch
1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer
2. Check in with City Church (Pastor Tim and Marcy)
-- Discussed the status of moving back into the sanctuary and the need for placement of a second
camera. They are hoping to get back in by September 5. There is a concern about the camera taking
up space in front of the doorway and aisle. Julie will talk to Mike (Pfaff) about a possible motor for the
camera so that it can rotate.
-- Discussed Child Protection procedures--City Church insurance covers background checks for
members.
-- Pastor Jeff has spoken with Becky Clark (Safe Sanctuary) and as of February 2021, she was
aware of 30 background checks of our members. These are likely more than 2-3 years old so new
training and background checks will be necessary for our members.
-- Pastor Jeff identified September 14, 2021 as the date to look at our contract with City Church.
-- Pastor Tim expressed concern about two potholes in the parking lot. Steve Homich has a contractor coming in on August 24, 2021.
3. Update on “Mortgage is under $1 million” celebration on Sunday, August 29, 2021.
-- Tammy has ordered ice cream and Steve Homich will provide toppings.
-- Hopefully, we can get someone to take photos during the event and/or live Facebook.
4. Subsplash giving link is now live: https://secure.subsplash.com/ui/access/66J3PW
-- Steve Homich confirmed that he has tried it out and it is working. Pastor Jeff plans on going over
this with the congregation.
5. Church Conference is Saturday, August 28, by Zoom. Leadership Board Members Linda Custer,
Cindy Hill, Wendy Bates, and Pastor Jeff will meet with the Rev. Dr. Margi Crawford from 1:00 to
1:45 pm. with any others joining at 1:45.
-- Motions at the Conference will include: Pastor Jeff’s 2022 compensation and
professional expenses, continuance of Kirk Perry as a Certified Lay Speaker, and
Leadership Roster.
-- Additional Voting Item: 2022 Midwest District Budget (which Pastor Jeff presented to
the Leadership Board with the breakdown).
6. It was voted by the Leadership Board (5-2) to recharter Scout Troops 111 and 322, and Pack 3111
for the year 2022. Pastor Jeff, Chuck Hill, and Cindy Hill abstained due to their positions with the Scouts.

7. A new wireless access point will be installed in the hallway outside the daycare center. City Church
is moving the check-in area for their children on Sundays from Celebration Hall to the downstairs hallway. They use a virtual check-in system and need a stronger internet connection in that area.
8. Update on Finances from Eric: Eric suggested that going into 2022 meeting every quarter to view
what is budgeted and available for different projects would be helpful.
9.

Announcements:
-- After Labor Day, church office hours will change to Tuesday--Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm.
-- Our next meeting is Monday, September 27 at 7:00 pm.

10. Closing Prayer and Adjournment

Small Groups & Missions
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Missions Moments
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
October 17 8:30am and after worship

Yes there will be pancakes! But BACON is the star of the show. Come and support
your Missions team! You have been amazingly helpful in providing us with financial
support over the years. Turning the world upside down is our charge. You are making it
happen.
Breakfast will consist of BACON, pancakes, BACON, fruit, BACON, juice, BACON, syrup, BACON, coffee, BACON, and BACON. You can eat before service and/or
after!! This is a donation style fundraiser. Come and enjoy a meal with your friends and
support the Missions team as we help make a difference in the lives of others both near and
far.
Saturday, November 13, is an evening per for mance put on by the directing
talents of Ruth Hansen. Missions is providing chili for this Theater event entitled “Harvest
Hoedown.” Much more on the particulars will be available in the coming weeks. Let’s
keep turning this world upside down!
*************************************************************************
Dear Women of The Church
Many many thanks to all of you who helped bring West Michigan Women Of
Faith to wrap-up. We couldn’t have do it without all your willing and helping
hands. To Jen & Lori in the office for dealing with finances and printing; to
Pastor Jeff and Linda getting us on line resignation; to those who sold tickets,
who packed bags; who planed decoration; and who presented as discussion
leaders. Thank you kindly for sharing your gift and talents. One idea can never
be accomplished with out all the willing helping hands that jump in to carry out
the details.
With a grateful heart, Ruth & Women of Faith Planning Team
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First United Methodist Church ~ October 2021

Fri

Sat

8

Thu

7

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

Wed

6

10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study
6:30 pm - City Church
Extended Team
Meeting

15

Tue

5
6:30 pm - Stephen
Ministers Meeting
6:30 pm - City Church
Jr. High Small Group
6:30 pm - City Church
Small Groups

14

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

23

Mon

4
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
1:00 pm - Dominos in Library
10:00 am - City Church
Women’s Small Group
6:00 pm - CCG Voice Lessons
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - CCG Worship Night

13

10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study

22

2

3
6:00 pm - Optimist Club
6:30 pm - Celebrate
Recovery
6:30 pm - City Church
Women’s Small Group
7:00 pm - City Church
Worship Rehearsal

12

6:30 pm - City Church
Jr. High Small Group
6:30 pm - City Church
Small Groups
7:00 pm - Cooperative
Parish Meeting
@ Belding

21

1:00 pm - City Church
Fall Fest @ Frugthaven
Farm

Sun

1

9:15 am - City Church
Leadership Worship
9:15 am - FUMC Worship
10:30 am - Faith Connections
Study
11:00 am - City Church
Worship
1:00 pm - Young Adult Group
6:30 pm - Sr. High Group

11
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - City Church
Women’s Small Group
6:00 pm - CCG Voice Lessons
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice

20

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

10
6:00 pm - Missions
Meeting
6:30 pm - Celebrate
Recovery
6:30 pm - City Church
Women’s Small Group
6:30 pm - Prayer Night

19

10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study

9

9:15 am - City Church
Leadership Worship
9:15 am - FUMC Worship
10:30 am - Faith Connections
Study
11:00 am - City Church
Worship
6:30 pm - Sr. High Group

18

6:30 pm - City Church
Jr. High Small Group
6:30 pm - City Church
Small Groups

27

28

29

30

16

17 Missions Breakfast

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
Margo’s
10:00 am - City Church
Women’s Small Group
6:00 pm - CCG Voice Lessons
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice

26

7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice

6:00 pm - Optimist Club
6:30 pm - Celebrate
Recovery
6:30 pm - City Church
Women’s Small Group
6:30 pm - Prayer Night

25

9:15 am - City Church
Leadership Worship
9:15 am - FUMC Worship
10:30 am - Faith Connections
Study
11:00 am - City Church
Worship
6:30 pm - Sr. High Group

24 / 31 Scout Sunday

CC Launch of Small Groups
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast @
6:30 pm - Celebrate
6:30 pm - City Church
10:30 am - FUMC
8:00 am - Noon - Church
Series
Margo’s
Recovery
Jr. High Small Group
Pastor’s Bible Study
wide cleaning & sanitizing
9:15 am - City Church
10:00 am - City Church
6:30 pm - City Church
6:30 pm - City Church
Leadership Worship
Women’s Small Group
Women’s Small Group
Small Groups
9:15 am - FUMC Worship
6:00 pm - CCG Voice Lessons
10:30 am - Faith Connections 6:30 pm - Prayer Night
6:45 pm - Boy Scouts
7:00 pm - Leadership
Study
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice
Please remember: The church doors
will be
unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office during business hours to let us
Board
Meeting
11:00 am - City Church
know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave their classrooms to let groups in.
Worship
6:30 pm - Sr. High Group
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October Birthdays
Richard Pendrick
Eric Januzelli
Gloria McComb
Brett Hostetler
Lauri Bahlman
Virginia Evans
Carolee Rickabaugh
Donna Campbell
Bob Clark
Brandon Wood
Madison Homich
Norice Rasmussen

David & Judith Nulf
David & Kathye Bailey
Bruce & Carol Schnepp
Chris & Vicki Nelson

10/06
10/06
10/09
10/11
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/23

10/01
10/10
10/16
10/18

Beverly VanHoose
Toni Wenger
Emily Weller
Olivia Youmans
Vicki Nelson
Craig Weller
Peter Blinkilde
Zachary Cameron
Michelle Fassett
Corla Morgan
Jennifer Loding

John & Lori Hostetler
Dr. Eugene & Connie Shatz
Ted & Nancy Kortes

10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/30
10/31

10/22
10/26
10/27

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

A Note From Your Church Office:
The church office will be open on Tuesday - Thursday between
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Please contact the office by phone or email with
any questions: 616-754-8532 or email office@greenvillefumc.org.
Pastor Jeff can be reached anytime by email jeffwrev@gmail.com
phone, or text (269-944-9231).
FUMC Event Scheduling: If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please
contact Jennifer Loding at the church office: 616-754-8532.
Submission Deadlines: Deadline For the November Connection is Thursday,
October 21st. Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling
754-8532 or email at: office@greenvillefumc.org.
Please note: Jen Loding will be out of the office October 25 - October 29.

