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How Do You Know How Well You Are Doing?
Our Michigan Annual Conference ordained 17 and commissioned 9 people this year. It was a true celebration
of the calling and equipping of leaders that continues in our United Methodist history.
In my July 3 sermon, "Wisdom and Passion Live in Freedom and Fruitfulness," I shared the basic approach of
the Church to explore and examine the calls to ministry people experience. The high level view is to test for
Fitness, Readiness, and Effectiveness.
Fitness r efer s to a per son's basic condition, mental health, and self-care. Readiness is reflected in
preparation through education and use of basic ministry skills. Effectiveness is the fruitfulness in how God
impacts the world through the person.
All this belongs to the early years of pastoral ministry. But what about ongoing exploration and examination
beyond that time? How do you know how well you are doing in your 8th, 19th, or 33rd (in my case) year of
ministry?
Just as each congregation has an annual Church Conference to care for local business and celebrate ministry,
each pastor is evaluated annually in a methodical way by Church leadership. There is a standard evaluation
form and additional questions from the District Superintendent. I do a self-evaluation and together with Church
leaders we complete a Joint Dialogue form that identifies up to three S.M.A.R.T. goals (Specific, Measurable,
Attainable, Realistic, and Time-Bound) for the coming year.
The standard form evaluates the pastor in these areas on a numerical scale:
Ministry of Word: Preaching & Teaching
Ministry of Order: Leadership & Equipping of Laity
Ministries of Sacrament and Pastoral Care
Ministry of Mission and Service
Interpersonal and Relational Skills
Personal Spiritual Formation & Self Care
Connectionalism / Stewardship
District and Conference Leadership
Pastoral Strengths
Areas Needing Intentional Growth/Improvement
Then there are 21 additional questions from the District Superintendent, such as:
How is it with your soul, what are you doing to nurture your Spirit and your relationship with God in Jesus
Christ?
 How are you caring for yourself physically, financially, and relationally (quality time with significant
persons in your life)?
 What is your church's vision? How are you helping them move toward or expand the vision?


PAGE

2

Please describe how this church looks when it’s healthy and vibrant in mission and ministry.
Here is my response to that question this year:
In a recent sermon, I said “We hold passionate classic faith and fire. Our singing is inspired, our service is
humble and helpful, our study is serious and joyful, and we seek to receive and give love in Jesus' name. We
gather, connect, learn, and serve for the glory of God and the benefit of Greenville and the world.” We value lifelong commitments to God. We focus on and respond well to missional needs in the community and through the
Conference, especially the EngageMI program. Strong adult education groups contribute to our health. United
Women in Faith are renewing their activity. We are building or rebuilding more connected relationships with the
Scouts and Christian Child Care Center. The commitment to serving the community is vibrantly expressed in our
relationship with City Church.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we have methodical ways of exploring and evaluating our lives of faith. What
I call five paths of discipleship are the basic practices we ask of people who join the Church: As a member of this
congregation will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service, and your witness? How would you describe your faith when it's healthy and vibrant across these five
areas?
Each year I come to appreciate the evaluation process because it gives me the opportunity to lift up my heart and
see my life in a bigger context than the daily blessings and burdens that claim my attention most of the time. And
it reminds me how amazing it is to serve with so many loving people. I invite you to take time yet this summer to
explore and examine your faith in light of the five paths of discipleship or other helpful questions. And I would
appreciate the chance to listen and encourage you along the way.

Peace, Pastor Jeff

Attention Prayer Warriors
If you would like to become a part of a very important part of First United
Methodist Church’s ministry, become a Prayer Warrior! You can join by
contacting the church office or by sending an e-mail to Barb Perry at

grandmadaisybarb@icloud.com. You can join either the e-mail prayer chain or
the telephone prayer chain (thanks to Eleanor Budge for helping with the
telephone one). How comforting it is to have so many people praying for you
when you need it! Thanks to those who are already Prayer Warriors and please
join us if you haven’t taken that step yet.
Blessings, Barb Perry

Those In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Ron DeYoung
Alivia Maag
Walt Stevens
Ed Williams
John Raven
Liz Campbell
Caitlin Jensen

HOMEBOUND
Corla Morgan
Neil Sergent
Harley VanHoose
Richard Pendrick

THOSE WHO HAVE
CLAIMED ETERNAL LIFE

Ken Gillman

Thank
You!
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all your love and concern during the
last six weeks since my surgery. Thank you for the prayers,
the cards, the calls and the delicious food you made for us. It
was overwhelming! I am improving daily. I won't be able to
drive until October so will be dependent on others. I'm so
grateful for all the help. Please keep praying for me.
God is good.
In Christ,
Sally Armstrong
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AUGUST WORSHIP
Summer Series 2: These Three Remain: Faith, Hope and Love
August 7 Communion
“Salvation by Faith”
Ephesians 2:1-10

August 21 Danish Festival
**Noisy Offering
“God Never Started to Love us”
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Mark 12:28-31

August 14
“Hope of the World”
Hebrews 6:13-20
Meditations
Psalm 25:1-10

August 28
“Let There Be Joy in This Place”
Hymn Sing, Special Music,

Workers Needed
Are you looking for a way to be involved in the church
you love? One way may be to help
keep the building and grounds looking inviting!
We are looking for help for painting, gardening,
weeding, and general grounds sprucing. Please let the
church office know if you are able and willing to help,
we appreciate any time available.
Building Maintenance Team

Library Link
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One Book/One County
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek
by
Kim Michele Richardson
This novel follows Cussy Mary Carter, a packhorse librarian, and
her quest to bring books to her Appalachian community. Cussy
is not only a book woman, she is also one of Kentucky’s blueskinned people, so she faces not only the elements and other
natural hardships on her book-delivering rides, she also faces
prejudice and suspicion. THE BOOK WOMAN OF TROUBLESOME CREEK is a story of
courage, strength, and one woman’s belief that books can take us anywhere.

Fruit of the Spirit
What does Paul list as the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22? How can we
manifest them in our lives. Three new DVD’s from the Veggie Tales writers
demonstrate those qualities with the humor and insight only Bob,
Larry and their friends can bring to a story.
These are fun and inspirational for the entire family.

BIBLE STUDY
Micah asks, “And what does the Lord
require of you?” In this small book,
author James Howell explores the
prophet Micah and expands on those
words from Micah 6:8. What does it
truly mean to do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly
with God?

Author Timothy Jones explores the origins,
history, and trustworthiness of the Bible,
answering key questions on how this book
came to be, and how it was transmitted to our
days, including some dramatic stories behind
our English Bibles.
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Stephen Ministry

This is a post in a national Stephen Ministry website. I am sharing it to explain exactly what
a Stephen Minister does! If this touches your heart, maybe you are being called to take our
training and become a Stephen Minister. If so, please contact Pastor Jeff, Tammy Youmans,
Virginia Curtis, or Barb Perry. Also, please contact us if you’re going through a rough patch
and could use a Stephen Minister.
Thanks for your prayerful support..
Blessings,
Barb Perry, Stephen Leader

HOW TO LOVE
When a loved one is in physical or emotional pain,
when their world no longer makes sense,
your simple listening can work wonders.
Cry with them.
Be silent with them.
Validate their feelings, however painful.
Help them feel known in this world.
Don't offer clever answers now. Offer yourself.
Don't preach and teach.
Don't judge them, or make them feel wrong for thinking their thoughts.
Embrace them.
So they do not feel alone.
So they can touch upon their own courage.
Their capacity to withstand intense feelings.
When a friend is in physical or emotional pain,
when their world no longer makes sense,
offer them the greatest medicine of all:
Your love.
- Jeff Foster

Small Groups
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Pastor’s Weekly Bible Study
Join us Thursday mornings at 10:30. We will delve into the words
of scripture. We meet in-person in the Bailey Conference room.
You may also join us through Zoom Meeting. We look forward for
the opportunity to discuss and learn from each other.
Pastor Jeff

Ecumenical Food Pantry
The Pantry board has decided, at least temporarily, to
limit our pantry availability to one day a week. Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30. We are always in need
of cereal, pasta, peanut butter and jelly
if anyone wishes to donate items.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 9844 S. Greenville Road
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UMW - United Women
In Faith
“And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds us all together in perfect unity.”
Colossians 3:14 NIV

We believe love in action can change the world!
Many members, united in one purpose.
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Tuesday Morning
Women’s Coffee Fellowship
Place: bailey Conference Room
Date: Begins Tuesday, September 13th
Time: 10:00 am

Material: “Delight:
A Walk Trough the Psalm 1-30”
Discussion Leader: Wendy Bates
Sponsored By: UMW United Women of Faith

Christmas in August
Too early to think about Christmas? Not really! Mark your calendar.
UMW-United Women in Faith
Candle Light Christmas Tea
Wednesday, November 30th @ 6:30 pm

Our program begins with the GHS Village Green Singers in the
sanctuary. Under the direction of Andrew Samson. Followed by a
Candle Light Dessert in Celebration Hall. Donations will be taken for
Methodist Community House.
If you are interested in hosting a table, please contact
Ruth Hansen, 616-302-4933 or ruhansen@charter.net
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Sun

Mon
4

Thu

Fri

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

5

First United Methodist Church ~ August 2022
Wed
3

Tue
2
6:30 pm - NO City
Church Jr. High Small
Group

12

1
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast 1:00
pm - Dominos
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice &
Sound Check
7:00 pm - Jr. High Leader Meeting

11

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

Pastor Jeff on vacation
10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study

19

10

18

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

9

17

10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study

26

8

16

6:30 pm - NO City
Church Jr. High Small
Group

25

8:00 am - Noon - Church
wide cleaning & sanitizing

7

15

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice &
Sound Check
7:00 pm - Sr. High Leader
Meeting

24

10:30 am - FUMC
Pastor’s Bible Study

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice &
Sound Check

14
7:00 pm - Cooperative
Parish meeting
@ Belding

23

6:30 pm - NO City
Church Jr. High Small
Group

6:00 pm - Missions
Meeting

9:15 am - FUMC Worship
9:30 am - City Church Worship
@ Frugthaven Farm
10:30 am - UWF Gathering

22

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice &
Sound Check

9:15 am - FUMC Worship
9:30 am - City Church Worship
@ Frugthaven Farm

21
7:00 pm - Leadership
Board Meeting

31

6:30 pm - SPRC Clergy
DS Meeting
6:30 pm - NO City
Church Jr. High Small
Group

9:15 am - FUMC Worship
9:30 am - City Church Worship
@ Frugthaven Farm
6:30 pm - CCG Sr. High Small
Group

30

6:30 pm - City Church
Jr. High Small Group

29

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
7:00 pm - CCG Band Practice &
Sound Check

28
9:15 am - FUMC Worship
9:30 am - City Church Worship
@ Frugthaven Farm

6

13

20

27

Sat

Please remember: The church doors will be unlocked 15 minutes prior to each meeting/event. If you are in need of getting into the building sooner, please contact the church office during business hours to let us
know. Many people have been ringing the daycare doorbell and it is difficult, and sometimes impossible, for members of the CCCC staff to leave their classrooms to let groups in.
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August Birthdays
Carolyn Humble
Richard Wenger
Kathy Fraley
Danielle Ayres
Robert VanHoose
Morgan Bates
Kathy Shepard
Ethan Silverthorne
James Humble
Steve Homich
Keith Hudson
Judy Johnson
Valerie Dudzik
Robert Clark

08/01
08/01
08/05
08/05
08/06
08/06
08/08
08/11
08/11
08/11
08/12
08/14
08/15
08/18

Easton Smith
Earl Sampson
Lyndsey Bosanic
Lee Lindquist
Sharon Pinckney
Scott Kraai
Jaydon Woodward
Nancy Kortes
Ann Lutz
Lee Bahlman
Alison Stark
Cole Stark
Katie Wood
Linda Custer

08/21
08/22
08/22
08/23
08/24
08/25
08/25
08/27
08/29
08/29
08/29
08/30
08/30
08/31

Happy Anniversary
Brandon & Kristie Smith
Blaine & Judy Kading
Steve & Amy Homich
Martin & Katy McDonough
Menno & Kina Haan
Todd & Miranda Holmberg
Pastor Jeff & Beverly Williams

08/04
08/05
08/05
08/09
08/10
08/12
08/13

Kirk & Barb Perry
Darrell & Carolee Rickabaugh
Russ & Sally Armstrong
Dr. Peter & Karin Blinkilde
Alison & Cole Stark
Ed & Cheryl Williams

08/16
08/16
08/19
08/22
08/29
08/30

If we have accidently omitted you from our birthday or anniversary list or have a wrong date,
please let the church office know so we can update our records.
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Greenville First United Methodist Church
204 West Cass Street
Greenville, MI 48838

A Note From Your Church Office:
The church office will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday between
10:00 am - 2:00 pm. Please contact the office by phone or email with any questions:
616-754-8532 or email office@greenvillefumc.org.
Pastor Jeff can be reached anytime by email jeffwrev@gmail.com
phone, or text (269-944-9231).
FUMC Event Scheduling: If you would like to schedule an event at FUMC, please contact
Jennifer Loding at the church office: 616-754-8532.
Submission Deadlines: Deadline For the September Connection is Thursday, August 25th.
Please forward your submissions to the church office by calling 754-8532 or email at:
office@greenvillefumc.org.

